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From the Time of 
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3 of the Shire for the County of MIDDLESEX. 
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An Account of the Nature of OUTLAWRY: 
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! CONCISE ACCOUNT 


Of the NATuRE of 
OUTLAWRY: 
EXTRACTED FROM 


Coxnx, Prowpex, Harzs, Hawkins, 
SALKELD, and other eminent Law 
*. 


* 
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0 TLAWRY is a puniſhment inflited 
on a perſon for a contempt and con- 

tumacy, in refuſing to be amenable to and 
4 abide by the juſtice of that court which has 
awful anthorit to call him before them; 


and it ſubjects the party to divers forfeitures 
1 and diſabilities; for hereby he loſes his 
2 5 beram legem, is out of the king s protection, 
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As to forfeitures for refuſing to appear, 


herein the law diſtinguiſhes between outlaw- 
ries in capital caſes, and thoſe of an inferior 


nature; for as to outlawries in treaſon and 


felony, the law interprets the party's abſence 
as a ſufficient evidence of his guilt, and, 


without requiring farther proof, accounts 
him guilty of the fact; on which enſues cor- 


ruption of blood, and forfeiture of his whole 
eſtate real and perſonal. But outlawry in 
leſs crimes, or in perſonal actions, does not 
. occaſion the party to be looked upon as 
guilty of the fact, nor occaſion an entire 
forfeiture of his real eſtate, but yet is very 
fatal and penal in its conſequences ; for here- 
by he is reſtrained of his liberty, if he can 
be found, forfeits his goods and chattels and 
the profits of his lands while the outlawry 


remains in force. 
In antient times, outlawry was 3 


as ſo horrid a crime, that any one might as 
lawfully kill a perſon outlawed as he might 
a wolf, or other noxious animal; but this 
law was changed in Edward III. 's time; and 
it was then provided, that an outlaw ſhould 
be put to death by the ſheriff only, having I 


lawful authority for that purpoſe. 


A ſheriff may, on a capias utlagatum, break 
open the houſe of the perſon outlawed ; or 


may enter any place, and ſeize him, where- 


ever he lies hid. 


But as the puniſhment of 3 18 of a a 
very ſevere nature, the law has taken great 
CATE, that no perſon ſhould be outlawed with- 


out 
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out due notice, and apparent contempt to 
the court. No perſon 1s to be outlawed nj 
per legem terre ; three capias's are required, 
and the party to be called in five county 
= courts, a month between every court. 
DODrriginally proceſſes of outlawry only lay 
in treaſon and felony, and were afterwards 
extended to treſpaſſes of an enormous nature. 
They now lie in all appeals, indictments of 
_ © treaſon or felony, of treſpaſs vi et armis, on 


returns of reſcous, indictments of conſpiracy 


or deceit, or other crimes of a higher nature 
than treſpaſs vi ef arms. Proceſs of out- 
lawry hes in no caſe but where a capras hes; 


and therefore where the proceeding is by bill 
and not by original, there being no capias, 


there can be no proceſs of outla wr. 
The forfeitures conſequent. on outlawry 


have been already mentioned; beſides theſe, 


it is attended with many diſabilities. The 


_ © perſon cannot regularly maintain an action, 
though he may be ſued ; he cannot be a ju- 


ror; an auditor to take accounts; an ap- 


prover; nor can he execute any office in a 


corporation; if he has pledged any goods, he 


cannot redeem them before a reverſal of the _ 


_ outlawry. 


By a want of ſuch proceſs as is required 


by law; by a want of form, or for variance, 


in ſuch proceſſes ; or by a defective execution 
or return; the 'outlawry may be reverſed. 


In order to obtain a reverſal, the outlaw 
may appear either perſonally or by attorney; 
and, having acquired the reverſal, he is to 
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| be put to plead to the indictment, for that 
ſtill remains good, and he may be tried at 
the King's Bench Bar; or the record may be 
remitted into the country, if it were removed 4 
into the King's Bench by certiorari. | 
If the King grants the lands of a perſon 


_ outlawed for treaſon or felony, and a rever- 


{al is afterwards obtained, the party may en- 
ter on the patentee, and needs neither to fue 
a a petition to the King, nor a /cire facias 
againſt the patentee. If the goods of an out- 
law are ſold by the ſheriff upon a capias ut- 
lagatum, and the outlawry is reverſed after- 
wards by writ of error, he is to be reſtored _ 
to the goods themſelves ; becauſe the ſheriff 
was not obliged to ſell thoſe goods, but only 
| to keep them for the King's uſe, If a man is 
outlawed in the King's Bench, his goods 
ſeized into the King's hands, and then the 
outlawry is reverſed, there can be no reſtitu- 
tion; the reaſon of which i 1s, that that court 


cannot ſend a writ to the treaſurer; and the _ 


court of Exchequer have no record before 
them to iſſue out a warrant for reſtitution. 


” TRE 
BATTLE of the QUILLs; 
0 Ry 


| WILKES Attacked and Deſended. 


H E report of Mr. Wilkes's intention to 
offer himſelf a candidate for the City of 
London, though long circulated, was ge- 
nerally looked upon to be vague. This, in all 
. Probability, was of much detriment to him on the 
E pol: the diſbelief of ſome, and the doubt of 
> © Others of his friends, affording the other candi- 
| dates, in their long canvas, an opportunity to ac- 
; quire promiſes of votes, which, upon a certainty, 
4 q might have been retained for him, a ſufferer in 
9 the pre- eminent cauſe of Liberty; but from which 
Promiſes the donor could on no condition recede. 
As Mr. Wilkes judged it expedient, previous to 
the open avowal of his deſign, to make an effort 
ber a pardon, the following letter, it is ſaid, was, 
on the 4th of March 1768, delivered by his ſer- 
3 vant at the Q——'s Palace, and not preſented 
by a noble Duke, as has been commonly, though 
* miſtakenly, aſſerted, This letter, from which no 
conſequences are known to have reſulted, is ſaid to 


be the only en he has made on that ſub- 
E 7 ject. 


B SIRE, 
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clemency. My only hopes of pardon are founded 
in the great goodneſs and benevolence of your 


42 
sIRE, 
BEG thus to throw m wee at your M——y* s 


feet, and to ſupplicate £ at mercy and clemency 


which ſhine with ſuch -uſtre . your many | 
princely virtues. 


Some former miniſters, whom your WE. in 


| condeſcenſion to the wiſhes of your people, thought 
Proper to remove, employed every wicked and de- 


ceitful art to oppreſs your ſubject, and to revenge 


their own perſonal cauſe on me, whom they 1 ima- 
gined to be the Principal author of bringing to the 


public view their ignorance, inſufficiency and trea- 


chery to your M——y and to the nation. 


I have been the innocent, bur unhappy victim 


of their revenge. I was forced by their injuſtice 
and violence into an exile, which I have never ceaſed 

for ſeveral years to conſider as the moſt cruel oppreſ- 
ſion, becauſe I no longer could be under the be- 
nign protection of your M 
a Liberty. 5 
With a heart full of 1001 for hs ſervice of your 


15 in the Land of 


-y, and my country, I implore, Sire, your 


8 and every day of freedom you may be 


graciouſly pleaſed to permit me the enjoyment of 
in my dear native land, ſhall give proofs of my 


zeal and attachment to your ſervice. 1am, SIRE, 
Your M——y's moſt obedient 
742 and dutiful ſubject, 
March 45 1764. 


The rumour of a letter having been thus ſent by 
Mr. Wilkes, getting abroad, and it being repre- 
ſented as a mean ſupplicatory addreſs, an ill wiſher 
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JOHN WILKES. 
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to his cauſe took occaſion to calumniate him on it, 
in theſe words: | 


'B the worthy Oy of London. 


GENTLEMEN, 


ſonage, lamenting the impropriety of his conduct, 


and promiſing an entire reformation, is it not ra- 
ther ſtrange that he ſhould plume himſelf to you, 
upon the very behaviour which he is ſo ſorry for in 


another place? And is it not rather ſtrange that 


you ſhould expect a continuation of his former con- 
duct, when he himſelf declares his ſtedfaſt inten- 
tion to alter it? either he is to have his pardon, or 
he is not: if he is, don't you think he muſt make 


whatever conceſſions power may be inclined to aſk; 


and if he is not, of what confequence } is it to elect 


à Repreſentative who never can ſit in the Houſe ? 


beſides, Gentlemen of the Livery, you may judge 


x his patriotiſm by what his friends ſay of his deſign 
to join Sir Richard Glyn, that celebrated admirer 
of the late glorious Peace; that ſtrenuous enemy to 


Seneral Warrants, and that renowned ſupporter of 


Land-Tax Reductions, which are ſo evidently inju- 
rious to commercial people. Think of theſe mat- 
ters, Gentlemen of the Livery, and think of them 


Chuſe a man of bad private character on any ac- 
count.—“ His breaking through the ſacred rules 
of rectitude, ſays Mr. Wilkes, by one habitual 


would you truſt your all (Mr. Wilkes aſks you, in 
the laſt Political Regiſter, p. 2 36.) © to a man 


whom you know to be deficient in principle ?” Do 
2 9 by any means, for Mr. Wilkes 
8 B 2 tells 


9 Query or two, with a bit of us advice to 


S Mr. Wilkes s friends infinocte that he has 
written a very penitent letter to a great Per- 


ſeriouſly: Mr. Wilkes himſelf exhorts you not to 


crime, ſhews him to be deficient in principle.” And 
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tells you very juſtly, that a wicked man in a Ration 1 
of Power, is a fiend armed with infernal fire.“ 


1 am, Gentlemen, 3 
3 Orp SQYARETOES, F 
Rh he paper from which this ſentiment was ex- 


tracted, and others in the Political Regiſter, aſſerted 
to be written by Mr. Wilkes, were declared by fome 
of his friends, in the public Papers, not to have 

been his productions. 


On the 10th of March Mr. Wilkes was admitted | 


to the freedom of the Joiners Company, and, the 
following day, revealed his! intention in the follow- 
ing advertiſement: 


To the worthy Liverymen of the City of of London. 


GENTLEMEN and FELLOw- CITIZENS, 


* deference to the opinion of ſome very reſpec- 


table friends, I preſume to offer myſelf a Candi- 


date for my native City of London, at the enſuing 

General Election. The approbation you have been 
pleaſed, on ſeveral occaſions, to expreſs of my con- 
duct, induces me to hope that the addreſs 1 have 


now the honour of making to you wall not be un- 4 
favourably received. 


The chief merit with you, Gentlemen: I "RTE 0 


to be a ſacred love of Liberty, and of thoſe gene- 
rous principles, which at firſt gave, and have 2 „ 
ſecured to this nation, the Great Charter of Free- 


dom. I will yield to none of my countrymen in 5 


this noble zeal, which has always characterized 
: 1. I may appeal to my whole conduct, 


in and out of Parliament, for the een 


tion that ſuch principles are deeply rooted in my 


heart, and that I have ſteadily purſued the intereſts 
of my country, without regard to the powerful ene- 
mies I created; or the manifeſt dangers in which 

I muſt thence neceſſarily be involved, and that! 
have fulfilled the duties of a good ſubject. | 


The 


0 


wWa,ill ſee renewed in their deſcendants on every great 
call of freedom and our country. 15 
| I) be nature and dignity of the truſt, Gentlemen, 
which I now ſolicit, ſtrike me very forcibly. I 
feel the warmeſt zeal for your intereſts, and affection 
for your ſervice. I am conſcious how unequal my 
abilities are, yet fidelity and integrity ſhall in ſome 
. _ meaſure compenſate that deficiency ; and I will en- 
deavour through life to merit the continuance of 
your approbation, the moſt precious reward to which 
- I aſpire, If I am honoured with ſo near af relation 
g to you, it will be my ambition to be uſeful, to de- 
n dicate myſelf to your ſervice, and to diſcharge with 
pſpirit and aſſiduity the various and important du- 
e ties of the diſtinguiſhed ſtation in which I may be 
- 4 prone. by the favour of you, Gentlemen of the 
. Livery of London. I am, with the utmoſt reſpe&, 
4 * Gentlemen, your moſt faithful, 
de and obedient humble ſervant, 
London, March 10, VVV 
5 1 J JOG WIEKES. 
« ' Immediately on the appearance of this, various 
* eulogiums on him were exhibited, and met with a 
+ very welcome reception. Of the poetical pieces, 
e. Vritten to congratulate him, and to ſtimulate the 
h Livery to engage in his cauſe, the ſubſequent bal- 
-14 lads may ſerve as a ſpecimen: 


VB 

The two important queſtions of public Liberty, 
reſpecting General Warrants and the Seizure of 
Papers, may perhaps place me among thoſe who. 
have deſerved well of mankind, by an undaunted 
firmneſs, perſeverance, and probity : Theſe are the 
virtues which your anceſtors never failed to exert in 
the ſame national cauſe of Liberty, and the world 
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| Bemoan'd * Wilkes s fate. 


= Can he, my darling ſon, ſhe cried, 
Who for me liv'd, nay almoſt died, 


Neglect my preſent ſtate ? 


While baſe corruption, hand i in hand 
With brib' ry, ſtalks around the land, 


To bind the brave in chains, 


What ſoil or clime's reſerv'd for me? 
When England is no longer free, 


No place on earth remains. 


She ſaid, and dropp'd a burning tear; 
When ſee her Champion ſtrait 14 89 


From Gallia wafted o'er! 
When Engliſh Liberty complains, 


The dread | of danger He diſdains, 


And ſeeks his native ſhore. 


| Shewn to his Prince his loyal zeal, 
1.0 T hoſe * he makes his next appeal, 


Who late beſtow'd applauſe ; 


To Thoſe who ne'er were bought or fold, 


Or barter*d probity for gold 
In Freedom's glorious cauſe. 


When, by their Country? 8 love inſpir d, 


Againſt oppreſſion juſtly fir'd, 


7 Theſe, then, ſhall give their voice; 3 
Will they not all, with joint accord, 
Vnite, one patriot to reward, 

= making WILKES their choice: 4 


* The Worthy Liverymen of the City of 22 


WILKES and LIBERTY. 
To the Tune of When all the Attic fire WAs fied, kee. 


W. long ging look and falt ring ſpeech 
Fair Liberty, on Albion's beach, 8 
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For WILKES and our COUNTRY. 
Iso the Tune of The Echoing Horn, &c. 
4 2 Liberty, waving her cap, to us call, 
1 And bid us remember the day _ | 
"When open'd the poll; that her friends at Guildhall 
Dpbraid not our tedious delay: 
* or Wilkes on the huſtings will ſtand for our choice, 
The patriot no pow'r can diſmay : 
2 Then follow but me, and with me*give your voice 
For Wilkes and our country, huzza— 
> Huzza! huzza! 
For Wilkes and our country, huzza! 


w. ith General Warrants, when tools of the ſtate 
Ds'd perſons and papers to ſeize, 

*Twas Wilkes, that oppoſing the wiles of the great, 
O.ur houſes made caſtles of eaſe, 

: ; Tis prudent and juſt then in him for to truſt, 
Who not e' en the Tower could diſmay; _ 
Then follow but me, and we'll chuſe him, huzza— 
For Wilkes and our country, huzza— 
( 
For Wilkes and our country, huzza! 


WILKE ES and FREEDOM: 
A New BaLLap. Tune, — Gehb Dobbin, 


C* OME all ye good friends to your country « S 
5 caule, 
Who value your king, or your freedom, or laws, 
Now ſhew you dare boldly for Liberty ſtand, _ 
And for Wilkes give each voice, and for Wilkes 
give each Hana 
ky Ti "Chaſe Wilkes and freedom, 
3 Wilkes and freedom, 
4 | Chuſe Wilkes and freedom, huzza! huzza 


To bribe you his true Britiſh heart does diſdain, 
But he'll venture his life your juſt rights to main- 


tain ;— 5 
Nay, 
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| Nay, he has ventur'd all, England's good to ſecure, 
And, like gold often cry'd, we're convinc'd he is 


8 Then chuſe Wilkes, &c- 


Remember when Freedom, ſurrounded by foes, = 
Found none but her Wilkes their deſigns to oppoſe, + 
How firm and intrepid the ſtorm he withſtood, 2 
And tho ruin'd himſelf, yet his cauſe he made 


good. Then chuſe Wilkes, &c. 7 


O] ſeize this occaſion your worth to approve, 


Let your votes ſhew the world that "FO 9 1 
you love; 


8 Chuſe Wilkes for your Member, none elſe can ſo 


fit ye 
Chuſe the firſt greateſt man for che firſt greateſt 4 
city! Ee, 5 Chuſe Wilkes, &c. 3 


The number of petites morgeaus ſet forch by Mr. L 


Wilkes s friends, ſoon alarmed his e et and 
produced many virulent compoſitions, as may be 
perceived from the following ellays: : 


A few ſerious QUERIES, addreſſed to the 


' SOBER LIVERYMEN of Loxpox. 5 


IF the happineſs of your country a matter of in- 
difference to you, or is it not? 
If it is not a matter of indifference, ſhould you 
not be anxious for the inviolable preſeryation of your 
laws, ſince nothing but your laws can be a bulwark 


to your conſtitution? 


Have not the laws of your country Arrived your | 
preſent candidate, Mr. Wilkes, of every right oi. 
citizenſhip, as an Engliſhman ? 1 

If they have, Gentlemen of the Livery, whence 
comes it that you riot only inveſt him with the pri- 
vileges of citizenſhip in manifeſt oppoſition to theſe 
laws, but even think of electing him as 2 Re- 
Preſentative 1 in Parliament? 
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ls it not a very ſtrange way of ſhewing your love 


43 | of liberty, to violate choſe laws which are its prin- 


cCipal, its only ſupport? and is it not a very extra- 
ordinary patriotiſm which induces you to riſe up in 


oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed ordinances of the king- N 


dom? 
When the ſtatutes of the nation u that Mr. 


Wilkes ſhall be outlawed, is it not rather an act of 
temerity in the Citizens of London to ſay that he 
hall not? and is not this a precedent of ſuch a na- 
ture as may terminate 1 in the total ruin of the con - 
ſtitution? 


Should not the city of London, as the metropo- 
lis of the kingdom be the firſt corporation to ſup- 
port the authority of the laws, inſtead of being the 


flirſt to oppoſe it? 


Admitting even that Mr. Wilkes has hy :igor- 


ouſly treated, is it not more eligible to injure one 


3 


individual, than to do an irteparabie injury to the 
_ whole kingdom ? 


If, notwithſtanding the ſtatutes, an outlaw. is 


to be inveſted with the benefit of citizenſhip, the 
- ordinances which deprive him of that benefit are 
+ utrerly unſervic-able, therefore, is it not worth our 
while, Gentlemen of the Livery, to be very ſure 

that inſtead of ſhewing a fooliſh oppoſition to a mi- 


niſtry, which no longer exiſts, we are not doing the 


greateſt of all outrages to ourſelyes ? 


Are we ſure thar Mr. Wilkes is a patriot in 
principle! 3 

Are not unqueſtionable probity in private life, 
and an unalterable attachment to the laws in pub- 
lic, indiſpenſible requiſites in the character of a 
patrioft? 


Has Mr. Wilkes been unqueſtionably honeſt in 


1 private life! and isn't he at this moment uſing every 


art to make you elect an outlaw, in evident re- 


1 Pugnance to the conſtitution of your country ? 
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Is not Mr. Wilkes the author of a paper in the 


laſt Political Regiſter, which contains the follow- 
ing advice to the Freemen of Great-Britain, — 


By no means elect a man of bad pRIVATE mo- 
* rals; his breaking thro? the rules of rectitude by 
one habitual crime ſheus him to be deficient in 


© PRINCIPLE. And would you truſt your ALL to 


« a man whom you KNOW to be DEFICIENT in 


* PRINCIPLE? A WICKED man in a ſtation of 

POWER is a FIEND armed with INFERNAL fire.” 
I Mr. Wilkes's outlawry is continued, can he 
fit in the Houſe of Commons ? if it is diſconti-- 


nued, muſt he not, Gentlemen of the Livery, - 
make conceſſions to power that will render him 
' wholly improper for your purpoſes? _ 


Did Mr. Wilkes originally ſet out as the tool of . 


; faction, or the champion of Liberty? 


If the champion of Liberty, why was the pub- 


lication of the famous number forty-five, of the 
North Briton delayed till his negotiation for a place, 


with a certain ee nobleman, Was entirely | 
broken off? And, 


If Mr. Wilkes ſet out as the tool of faction, are we 


not as much obliged to the firſt man who committed 
a murder, and thereby obtained a law for the ſecurity 
of our lives, as we are to him for ſhewing the ille- 


gality of entering our houſes with General War- 


rants, from arbitrary miniſters? 


Upon the whole, Gentlemen of the Livery, is 
not your: attachment to this political adventurer 


' inconſiſtent and ridiculous ? You exclaim againſt 

other candidates, if they have but mole-hill faults, 
yet you over-look imperfections in this man, as 
huge as Olympus; a diſcarded miniſtry has made 


an illegal infringement on your laws, in the caſe 
of a worthleſs individual, and you are determined, 
by way of revenge, to do yourſelves a ſtill greater 
violence that is, vou determine not only to r 


8 
gs 
. _ 


port the libeller of your King, and the blaſphemer 
of your God, but nobly reſolve, in a patriotic fit 
of lunacy to ſubvert the fundamentals of your own 
conſtitution. Bp tet 
nd Riſum teneatis Amici, 


To the worthy LivezyMen of the City of 
WJ 


GENTLEMEN, 


\ O F all the events Which have happened ſince 


my memory, and probably ſince the founda- 


tion of this conſtitution, this of Mr. Wilkes's of- 
fering himſelf a candidate to repreſent you in Par- 
liament, appears the moſt aſtoniſhing and atro- 


cious. An outlaw preſumes to aſpire to the ob- 


2 taining the moſt important of all truſts, the being 
delegated to preſerve and to defend the laws, liber- 
ties, and privileges of that ſtate of Which he is 


vo longer a member, and from which he himſelf 


can derive neither benefit nor protection. 

This proceeding he would not have attempted, 
without having previouſly received encouragement 
from ſome among you: let me therefore diſpaſ- 


foonately lay before you the real ſtate of this af. 


fair; we ſhall then ſee whether he deſerves this ſig- 


nal inftance of their attachment to his cauſe, and 


how far they are juſtifiable in ſupporting a man 1n 


ſuch a ſituation. | 3 12 
In delineating the portraiture of this tranſaction, 


I will derive no advantages from the circumſtances 


of his proſecution ; that it was a libel againſt the 
King himſelf, nor that this act was aggravated by 
the heinous offence of publicly blaſpheming his 
God; I will conſider him only as he ſtands, an 
Outlaw, and by what means he became fo. 
Mr. Wilkes being expelled the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and proſecuted for a libel, inſtead of abid- 
7 $3: ing 
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ing the judgment of the laws, and putting himſelf 


to the teſt of guilt or innocence, before a jury of 


his countrymen, ſecretly withdrew himſelf from the 
kingdom, and remained a fugitive. He was then 
tried and found guilty, according to law, and after 

a regular proceeding, according 10 the forms of 

the legiſlature, and his not appearing to the ſum- 


mons, as it is the indiſpenſable duty of every ſub- 
ject to have done, he was proclaimed ' an outlaw, 


deprived of the benefit of the laws, and reſcinded 
from the King's protection. 7 1 


Hence it manifeſtly appears, that by not await- 


ing the arbitration and judgment of his peers in a 
legal trial, he confeſſed himſelf guilty of the crime 
with which he was charged; and ſelf- convicted, 
fled that ſentence, which he was conſcious he de- 
ſerved, and which he foreſaw muſt be pronounced 
againſt him; and thus he himſelf became the real 
cauſe of his being a baniſhed man. What appro- 
bation and encouragement then does that man de- 
ſerve, who pretending to ſupport the laws of his 
country, is the firſt to fly from the examination, 
and to avoid the deciſion of them? Can you be- 
lieve that the care of the conſtitution, or the pro- 
_. tection of your r 
time formed the leaſt motive to his conduct? If 
you do, it is not more abſurd to believe, that wa- 


hts and privileges, have at any 


ter will burn, and fire extinguiſh conflagrations; 


and it would be no leſs ridiculous to apply them 
in theſe ways, than to ſelect ſuch a man the guar- 
dian of your rights and privileges. No man can 
be a friend to liberty, who flies from the inqueſt of 
thoſe laws by which it is protected. 


* 


Had he remained in England, and, with becom 
ing fortitude, awaited a folemn trial of bis actions 
before his Peers; had he ſurrendered: himſelf, af- 
ter ſentence of being found guilty, into the hands 
of the civil magiſtrate z and proved, that thoug) he 
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had erred in his judgment, his heart was not miſta- 
Ken; and that he was willing to wear away the 
imputation of offence by the atonement of his pu- 


48 


niſhments, he had behaved like a true, though a 
3 7 miſtaken ſubje& : had there appeared any ſiniſter 
means to obtain a verdict againſt him ; had power 
"interfered to inflame the infliction of the laws, he 
© might then have been the juſt object of your com- 
paſſion, favour, and ſupport; but neither of all 
theſe is to be alledged in his defence; he fled from 
law, felf-convidied. and ſelf- baniſned. The only pu- 
niſhment which has yet been pronounced againſt 
him, is that which he has pronounced againſt him- 
ſelf; and to that alone he is indebted for his being 
deprived of the benefit of the laws, and protection 
of the realm. Now then, is this man the proper 
object of an Engliſhman's ſupport, . who has no 
* againſt whom he can complain but himſelf? 
I know not which appears the moſt aſtoniſhing; ; 
eicher his offering himſelf a candidate to repreſent 
you in Parliament, or that countenance and encou- 
4 ragement which he has received from ſome among 
you! — An outlaw, diveſted of every right and 
Privilege of a ſubject, has the hardineſs to preſume 
5 x the obtaining that honour and confidence, which 
3 J are the moſt ſupreme of all rights and privileges of 
an Engliſhman. An infatuated multitude daring 


to ſupport him in ſuch an undertaking, bids de- - 


: 3 - fiance to the laws and the Fonſiicution,: according o 
bi Which he cannot be elected. c 
Was it a Miniſter,. or the whole 8 Council, 
; againſt whom both he and his friends denounce 
ſuch open defiance, I could aſcribe it to the aver- 
b fon which they may entertain againſt ſuch men: 
3 was it againſt the King himſelf, to whom this in- 
ſult was offered, it might be imputed to the pre- 
q ſent rage of Republican principles, which ſo ſtrongly. 


influences the hearts, and blinds the underſtandings 


[14 ] 
of too many: but when the affront is offered to 
the laws, to whoſe ſacred obligations, in the for- 

mation of which the whole kingdom has united; 
by which life, liberty, property, right, and privi- 
lege are preſerved ; though it may not be, legally 
and actually, it is certainly, virtually, a rebellion ; 


and that of the moſt criminal and atrocious kind : _ 


and moſt aſſuredly, when thoſe who have engaged 

in this undertaking have reflected on the true nature 

of the ſubject, they will repent of their atrocious 
miſdeeds; they will ſhew that they reſpect the laws, 

by deſerting the ſupport of a fugitive outlaw, and 

return to that duty which they owe the legiſlature 

_ and the een 


To the LiverRyYMEN of the City of Lonpon, 
%%% 1 adorns © 
He's in my preceding paper laid before you 
4 2 the atrociouſneſs of Mr. Wilkes's preſuming 
to ſtand a candidate for the repreſenting your city, 
and the inſult which is offered to the laws by thoſe 


who have undertaken to ſupport him, 1 ſhall now 1 


explain to the latter the folly which attends their 
endeavours and impoſſibility of their ſucceeding in 
making him a member of parliament; it may 
therefore be reaſonably preſumed that his friends 
will decline his cauſe, when it can only tend to the 
demonſtrating their inclinations to contemn all juſt 
authority, and effectually to defeat their own pur- 
Buy the laws of England no man can repreſent 
his country in parliament who has not three hun- 

dred pounds per annum iſſuing from lands during 
life. Now, tho' it may be ſuggeſted that this qua- 

lification has been ſometimes colluſively acquired by 
fraudulent and invalid conveyances, and men have 
too 


too frequently ſat in the Houſe of Commons, who 


aſe, even the means of ſuch unconſtitutional qua- 
lifications are abſolutely impracticable, becauſe. be- 
ing an outlaw he is intitled to no poſſeſſions in this 
4 realm, and therefore, prima facie, no trick, device, 
cColluſion, or fraud, can convey to him a qualifica- 
tion; he is diſabled by his own act and deed, in vo- 


from all means of being qualified, and conſequently 
of fitting in the Houſe of Commons. 


nimouſly give him their votes, he cannot be elected; 


event of numbers at the poll, ſuch will be the con- 


no advantage from it. 3 . 
But, after all, I can hardly be perſuaded that he 
will ſtand the poll: will he preſume to appear, an 
\ outlaw, on the Huſtings, receiving the ſuffrages of 
the Livery of London, of which he muſt be con- 
ſ˖cious he cannot avail himſelf, and thus defy the ci- 
vil power, for the ſake only of defying them ? 
And ſhould he be hardy enough thus publicly 
do appear, will there be no writ of capias utlagatum 
delivered to the Sheriff, by authority of which he 
may be legally taken from this ſeat of inſulting the 
Whole legiſlature? Who then, among his miſguided 
and incendiary aſſociates will dare to interrupt the 
Civil magiſtrate in the diſcharge of his duty, or 
reſcue a man, who, flying, through ſelf-conviction, 
from the judgment of the laws, hath deprived him- 
lf of their benefit, and rendered himfelf obnoxious 

to 


a 


were not truly and duly qualified, yet in Mr. Wilkes's 


luntarily becoming an outlaw, totally precluded 


On this account, though the Livery ſhould una- 


he is incapacitated by law from being a member 
of that ſociety; and thus, whatever may be the 


* clufion in the Houſe, that he neither is entitled to, 
nor can be received as a member of that body. 

His friends therefore may ſhew their rebellious 
_ diſpoſitions againſt the laws and the conſtitution, by 
giving Him their votes, but their minion can derive | 
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to their puniſhment? I imagine the moſt daring 
among them will hardly engage in ſo deſperate 
and fo criminal a tranſgreſſion. And furely, the 


executive power of the laws will not ſuffer ſuch an 


open and flagrant invading of the legiſlature to be 
committed with impunity, but convince his ſediti- 
_ ous adherents, that the laws are ſuperior to the 
dread of faction, and that delinquents are to be pu- 
niſhed, whatever may be the mighty imagination 
of a mob: If not, adieu to all rule and order, all 


civil authority, and protection from legal inſtitutes ; 
the populace is become both the legiſlative and ex- 
ecutive power, and Mr. Wilkes lord paramount 


over King, Lords, Commons, and the nation. 


| Theſe were ſucceeded by an Eflay from a writer 


: on Mr. Wilkes's ſide, which was thus conceived : 


'OME ſecret enemies to Mr. Wilkes and the 


+I liberties of Engliſhmen, are endeavouring to 
_ abuſe their fellow citizens, by propagating a report 
that he is an outlaw, and therefore cannot be elect- 
ed a member of parliament. This is fo falſe, that 
were it not for the pains that have been ungene- 


rouſly taken to miſlead the public, it would not de- 


ſerve a ſerious anſwer. Every one who is conver- 


ſant in the law, knows that outlawries are not only 
very eaſily, but very frequently reverſed. They are 
done by a motion in Weſtminſter Hall, and granted 


as things of courſe. An appearance of the perſon 
is exactly of the ſame effect. And now, ſuppoſing, 
for the ſake of the argument, that Mr. Wilkes is 
outlawed, which, perhaps, may admit of no ſmall 

doubt, yet if he ſhould be elected one of the Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament for the city of London, 
which every friend to Liberty moſt ardently wiſhes, 


will not his name, in the return of che writ to the 
Lord Chancellor, be, to all intents and purpoſes, a 
6 . virtual 
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virtual and official : AA ? Let us ſearch for 
Wt pon oi of an Outlaw being elected a member 
parliament. In the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
anno 1592, Thomas Fitzherberr, of Staffordſhire, : 
an outlaw, was elected a member of parliament. 
The caſe is curious, and deſerves attention: The 
ſheriff had orders from the court, for the Queen 


was proſecutor, to play a trick, and he OE Tg 
his part notably. 


A few minutes after the election was over, and 
about an hour before the return was made, the ſhe- 
riff arreſted him upon a Capias Utlagatum. Mr. Fitz- 
herbert appealed to the houſe of commons; upon 


which this queſtion aroſe, Whether an outlaw could 


be elected a member of parliament ? The Queen's 
' lawyers argued, that he was not electable, becauſe 


h there maſt be choſen vii n; ; and a man out- 


6-7 
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lawed, faid they, is not idoneus, therefore not elect- 
able. Sir Edward Hobby, a member, ſaid, The 
par outlawed is not out of his wits, and there- 
fore capable of being elected. Mr. Broughton, ano- 
ther member, ſaid, That a man outlawed may cer- 
tainly be elected a member of parliament ; for in 


\ no caſe is outlawry diſability, where a man is er 


auler droit. Sir Henry Knivet ſaid the ſame. Mr. 
Tanfield went further into the matter, and not only 
confirmed what had been ſaid by Sir Edward Hob- 
99 &c. but added, that he thought the houſe 
pw to make a diſtinction where an exception to 

a member was grounded upon matter before his 
being elected or after; and if after, he thought the 
member ought not to ſit; but if before, he was 
char of opinion that the perſon elected ſhould be 
permitted to ſit; for, ſaid he, if this outlawry be 


2 4 allowed to diſable him, then the ſtar. of 23 Hen. VI. 
| 4 will diſable moſt of this houſe; for they a not 


to be members now, if this be not a good eſection. 
hr Speaker himſelf ſaid, Whether a man out- 


D lawed 
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: lawed may be a Ry I hold it no queſtion ; bur 
that if a man outlawed be elected, and returned, out : 
of all doubt he is a lawful member of parliament.” | 
| This debate laſted ſeveral days, viz. March 15, 
16, 17, and 30, and April 3, and 5, 1593. At 
length the judgment of the Houſe was, That 
Thomas Fitzherbert was, by his election, a lawful | 
burgeſs;” that is, a member of 8 Vide 


D' Exve's Journals. 


In our times, the Hats Mr. Lyddel was elected 
a member of parliament, while an outlaw; and ſat 
in the Houſe during the whole ſeven years, without 


the outlawry being reverſed. 


Prom hence it is fairly deducible, that Mr. Wilkes, 
whether an outlaw or not, may be elected a mem- 
ber of parliament. And it is earneſtly hoped by every 
friend to the illuſtrious Houſe of Brunſwick, and 
the Engliſh conſtitution, that the worthy, indepen- = 

dent Liverymen of London, will confer that honour 

upon him, as the moſt generous and grateful return 
they can make to a man, who ſo bravely ſtood forth 
in Ge cauſe of Liberty, and ſecured to — the inva- 


luable bleſſing of our houſes being now our caſtles. 


Hlic murus aheneus eſto, Beſides the public in gene- 

ral, many individuals have received conſiderable 
benefits from his cauſe; ſeveral perſons have roſe 
to great places of power and profit in conſequence 


of it; while he, alas! has met with nothing but 
perſecution. | | 


To this immediately ſucceeded the two following 
pieces; intended to controvert the doctrine, *© That 


an outlaw may lawfully be elected a member of 1 


<« parliament, and by his election be entitled to ſit,” 


which the author of tlie laſt letter, by two prece-. 


dents, ſupported : 


OTH the law make no diſtinction between out- 
lawries? Is an outlawry in a ſuit for debt of 
the 


* 
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the ſame force in all caſes with an outlawry in con- 


> ſequence of a criminal conviction? Can Mr. Wilkes's 
friends ſhew any precedent that a man outlawed in 


conſequence of a proſecution for a crime of ſo hor- 
rid a dye as any of thoſe with which Mr, Wilkes 
ſtands charged by his country, was admitted to fit 
in parliament ? Mr. Wilkes, we know, is outlawed 

for flying from the judgment of law, when con- 


victed of ſedition againſt his Prince, and blaſphemy 


- againſt his God. In the name of common ſenſe is 


ſuch a man vir idoneus to repreſent a Chriſtian and 
a loyal people? By what precedent can Mr. Wilkes's 
friends prove it? By none, I am certain. Yet here 
there is ſomething more. Mr. Wilkes fled from a 
proſecution authorized by both houſes of parlia- 


ment, and by an unanimous vote of both houſes, 


_ that privilege of parliament did not extend to the 
offences with which he was then only charged. So 


that the proſecution againſt him was fairly and re- 


gularly carried on under the ſanction of parliamen- 
tary authority, till he was undenized. Can ſuch a 
man acquire rights of any kind in England? Moſt 
certainly not; for he has no right to breaths Eng- 
liſh air. He is not even intitled to live in England. 


No grant from any corporation can reſtore him 


to the rights of a denizen, and no conveyance of 


land, or of annuities out of it, to him, in his pre- 
ſent condition, can be valid. Why then ſhould my 


brother liverymen chuſe a man to repreſent them 
who can get nothing by being elected. The public 


buſineſs may for ſome time be ſuſpended, and the 
nation may be thrown into a ferment by ſo preci- 


pitant a ſtep, but it is plain that Mr, Wilkes, in 
his preſent circumſtances, neither is nor can be 


= created a citizen of London by any authority that 


is not paramount to the laws which enact, That 
denizens only can acquire rights to lands, or to 


an intereſt out of them. No man that is not a 


D 2 | denizen 


\ 
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denizen can be eligible to any public truft or 


honour whatever, till he is naturalized; and an 
_ outlaw, in CORE of a criminal proention 


is ſevered from the nation as much as if he 


never been born in it, till the judgment of outlawry 
is reverſed. It is therefore to be hoped that no re- 
ſpectable citizen of London will load his conſcience 
with the guilt of flying in the face of the parlia- 


ment, diſturbing the public peace, and diſnonouring 
the reputation of the ca 5 „by favouring an outlaw, 
convicted of ſuch groſs crimes, eſpecially when the 
perſon they intend to favour can acquire nothing 
by their benenevolence. 


To my y Brother Liverymen of the City AY London. 
Gentlemen, 


HE confederates with Mr. Wilkes, who. . 


virtually in rebellion againſt the laws a 
conſtitution of their country, are ſeeking every 


plauſible fallacy which can deceive you into the 


eſpouſing his intereſt and ſupporting him with, your 


votes: and with this view they have receded to the 
days of Queen Elizabeth, to ſhew that an outlaw 


may be elected a member of parliament, in the 


her of Thomas Fitzherbert of Staffordſhire ; and, 
they prove the rectitude of this meaſure, becauſe 
it was voted to. be right in the houſe of com- 


mons : but a vote of the houſe of commons is no 


law; and till Mr. Wilkes has ſuch a vote in his 
he cannot be a member of parliament. 
Let him get it if he can. If what may be voted 
in the houſe of commons is a proof of the truth 


and rectitude of the meaſure, and is to ſuperſede 
the laws and ſtatutes of the realm, bg: to the 


other eſtates of the legiſlature. The commons, . 


have formerly voted a uſe ten miles out of a 


town to be a matze Bout in the middle of 15 f 
they 
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| ET HE 
they have voted ſhamoy belts to be buff; and that 
6550 votes are more than 7000; and yet I fancy 
theſe determinations have not altercd the nature of 
I the maxims of Queen Elizabeth's days are to 


be obſerved at preſent, the king may, as ſhe did, 
= take the members from the houſe, commit them 


to priſon, and make them -aſk pardon betore they 
are releaſed. I fancy Mr. Wilkes's friends will 
hardly join in the rectitude of ſuch a proceeding ; 


and yet this precedent is as valid as the other. 
2 Thefe incendiaries have forgotten, that ſince the 


revolution, the power of the crown, and the E. 
ference of votes to laws, have been more effec- 


2 tually reſtrained than heretofore it is not vow a 

3 2 what the houſe of commons can do, re- 
ſpecting Mr. Wilkes hereafter, but what the laws 
| of him. at p efent, and according to thele 
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he cannot be elected. 


If Mr. Lyddel fat in the houſe of commons 


Y when an outlaw, it was becauſe he was not. proſe- 
cuted on that account; and he who is not legally 


3 OG in the eye of the law: no inference in fa- 
vour of Mr. Wilkes can therefore be derived from 
that inſtance. „ 


that alone will prevent Mr. Wilkes from being qua- 
lified, becauſe an outlaw cannot poſſeſs, nor be ca- 
pable of having one inch of land conveyed to him; 
and though the Court of Aldermen have given him, 

his freedom, he can derive: no advantage from it; 


vilege, or honour, by his being reſcinded from the 
ommon % ap of Engliſhmen ; and this in conſe- 
quence of his becoming a fugitive, and a ſelf-con- 
1 — po 


2 proceeded againſt is always conſidered as not of- 


7 Beſides, in the days of Queen Elizabeth, the 
f 1 Pr eſent qualification act did not exiſt; and even 


he is incapacitated from receiving any benefit, pri- 


If 


— — —— cn ny 


Purpoſe, taken from Vol. I. March, 1604. and was 
2 the year 1603-4, Sir Francis Godwin was elect- 


indenture by which he was returned, objefting, 
that his return was null and void, becauſe he was an 


| ſeat in the Houſe, which he accordingly did, 


VVV 
If the executive power of the law, liſtening to ſuch 
fallacious inſtances as Fitzherbert and Lyddel, will 


_ ſuffer a blaſpheming outlaw to become a repreſenta- 


tive of that country, the protection of which he has 


_ forfeited” by his own act and deed, they may ſhut 
up the courts of juſtice, obliterate the laws and re- 


cords of the ſtate, and diſmiſs the judges from their 
magiſtracies. They may turn the churches into ware- 7 
houſes and dens of thieves, the clergy into chimney- 
ſweepers, and burn the goſpel by the hands of the 


common hangman ; and to theſe ſacrilegious pur- 


poſes both Wilkes and his friends are impiouſly la- 


bouring; wherefore it is the indiſpenſable duty of 


every man who loves his country and reveres his 


God, to oppoſe him with all poſſible vigour, and 


not exhibit ſo flagrant a proof, in the eyes of all 


Europe, that the City of London has renounced | 
the preſervation of their legiſlature and religion, in 
favour of the anointed fon of Blaſphemy and Sedi- 


de e LEOUM AM ATR. 
Mr. Wilkes's friends, in ſupport of their opi- 


nion, had recourſe to the Journals of the Houſe of 


Commons, and produced another Caſe apt for their 


ed, and returned by the Sheriff for the County 


bv 


The Clerk of the Crown refuſed to accept the 


and Sir John Forteſcue was choſen in his place. 


But upon a complaint made againſt the Clerk of 


the Crown, Sir Francis was heard, was declared duly 
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elected, and ordered, though an outlaw, to take his 
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The general reſolution of the Houſe upon che 
caſe was, That an outlawry, before an election, did 
not diſqualify. 5 2 
At the King's inſtigation, the Lands deſired . 
conference on the ſubject, but were abſolutely re- 


fuſed by the Commons, as the * regarded 
their own privileges. : 


N. B. There are many. ſimilar caſes i in the Jour- 
nals of the Houſe of Commons. 


About the time of this controverſy, the follow- 
ing pieces appeared. 


To the Mercers, Vintners, Joiners, Woollen-Dra- | 
pers, Linen-Drapers, Stationers, and all other 
the low and vulgar Riff- raff of the City of Lon- 


don, who propoſe to vote for Mr. Wilkes at the 
"Pw Election. 


FrILO Citizens, 


HE Scotch traders and clerks in the city, t to- 
6 gether with the agents diſpatched from the 
42 weſt end of the town, to open policies for wager- 
ing againſt our ſucceſs in favour of Mr. Wilkes, 
make it their chief buſineſs to ſay he has nothing 
to depend upon but the riff-raff of the city. At 
the time Mr. Wilkes was arreſted by virtue of a 
General Warrant, and had his moſt private papers 
ſeized, as we then thou ght contrary to law, we 
= were told, that we were but the riff-raff of the city, 
and we could have no hopes of redreſs. The foes 
to liberty exulted on the power of their party, 
and laughed to ſcorn the efforts of the then mino- 
rity, though the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Pitt 
were amongſt them; and theſe champions againſt 
2 General Warrants and the unlawful ſeizure of pa- 
pers were likewiſe treated by the agents of oppreſ- 
ſion as the riff-raff of the Commons. But a ſhort 
time diſcovered, * our moſt gracious Sovereign 
7 placed 


* 
3 


( a4 7 | ? 
placed theſe noble friends to liberty, and any 
Others of that riff- raff minority, at the head of his 
adminiſtration, and we, riff-raff of the city, ſoon | 
found the redreſs that had been ſo long denied us. 3 
If the royal favour hath put it now into our power 
to reftore Mr. Wilkes to the great council of the 
nation, ſhall we not ſhew theſe policy-gentry, that 


the ſteady perſeverance of a minority, 1n the cauſe 1 


of liberty, will foon become a majority in the 
eaſt, as it did at the weſt end of the town? Y 

We are told, that if we ſhould chuſe Mr. 1 
Wilkes, and he ſhould become one of the Mi- 
niſtry, we may expect he will turn out like 4B 
other patriots, and ceaſe to be a friend to the 3 
_ people, when he no longer wants the people to 
be friends to him. That we may ſee him a friend 
to duplicity of character, the hocus-pocus trick of, 
« Now I ſpeak as a miniſter, not as a member 


of parliament.” We may fee him uſing his 


utmoſt induſtry to diſcover flaws in royal grants 
of the greateſt antiquity, and to render the long 
and peaceable poſſeſſion of an hundred years but 4 
as one day. We may ſee him, in contempt of 
national credit, the faith of charters, and acts of 
_ parliament, attacking the liberties and cling 
the property of public companies. God forbid, 
my dear fellow - citizens, this ſhould ever be the 
caſe! I cannot readily ſuppoſe, that ſuch dreadfil | 
principles as theſe, fo chilling to the love of virtue, 
will gain poſſeſſion of an heart that has ever ben 
warmed by one ſpark of patriot fire. But ſhould 
I be miſtaken ; ſhould he who has done ſo much, 85 3 
who has faffered fo much for the love of his wy «| 
and country, when he - has received his reward, 
become a friend to tyranny and oppreſſion, ſtill 1 
ſhall not repent that 1 gave him my vote. — 1 ſhall E 1 
* conſider he deſerved it when 1 gave it; it was be 1 
| reward of his paſt ſervices ; and I ſhall comfort 

| myſelf | 1 


1 
| 
I 


Ta} 


myſelf with the reflection, that while the people 
preſerve their gratitude, there will never be wanting 


champions for their ſervice. Should Wilkes, thus 
rewarded, hereafter iſſue a General Warrant, his 
| reward will tempt another Wilkes to ſtand the fiery 
trial againſt him. This country can never ſuffer by 


the falſchood of Ss if the people never prove 


ungrateful. 


But as this patriot, who calls upon us 90 his re- 


ward, has not yet proved falſe, let us not withhold 


from him his merited reward. —If I do, for one, may 
a General Warrant ſeize me on the day of my mar- 


riage! May the ſecret letters, containing the profeſ- 
ſions and honeſt vows of affection betwixt my bride 
and myſelf, be expoſed to the rude view of low 


meſſengers, or the dirtieſt minions of power! May 


T be delayed in recovering a juſt debt from the plea 
of duplicity, an objection about an alias! May 
Henry the Eighth prove to have been deceived in 

his grant of the ſmall eſtate given to my anceſtors ! 
And may I never receive a larger dividend from my 

India Stock than a miniſter ſhall pleaſe to allow me! 
"I Ah my dear Fellow Citizens, 


Tour F riend and Servant, 8 


A. M. 


To the NW r men of the City of London. 


| GENTLEMEN, 
ONOUR the man, arte and 1 HIM 
who has made your houſes caſtles; and your 


papers facred and ſecure againſt the deteſled vio- 
lence of General Warrants. 


For ſecuring this ineſtimable bleſſing and advanc- 
ing the cauſe of Liberty to you, he Was perſecuted, 


and obliged to fly his country. 


Reſtore him by your ſuffrages, and prove to all 
the abettors of deſpotiſm, that the Voice of the 


_ PeopLE is the Voice of GOD. 


2 — —— 


#3 


On the latter was directly made this parody: 


To the worthy Liverymen of the uy of London. | 


n 


ONOUR the man, protect 1 . I 


who attempted to make your houſes, brothels, 


and your papers blaſphemous and ſeditious libels 
_ againſt God and the King. 


For his eſſays towards effecting thoſe laudable 


ends, he was unjuſtly perſecuted, and like a brave 


fellow fled to France, chuſing rather to breathe the 
free air of that country, than ſubmit to the legal 
trial of a jury of his peers. 


Reſtore him by your ſuffrages to debauch your 
wives and daughters, and prove to all the abettors 
of profaneneſs and immorality, chat che voice of 


N the mob is the voice of the devil. 


And farther to vilify Mr. Wilkes came out this 


production 5 
WIL KES and BLASPHEMY for ever! 


Annals of Hell, L. 45. C. 45. No. 43. 
The ck of BLaspnemy to her Son WiLKEs, | B 


and his . 
My BzLove, 


1 T is with exquiſite delight I behold ſo numerous E -A 
1 an aſſembly convened in favour of my darling 


child, whoſe uniform and unremitting endeavours 
ſo conſpicuouſly deſerve countenance an 
of all thoſe who are cordially united in the ſame 
_ glorious cauſe of ſhaking off the 8 of reli- 


gion and the laws, and being free from all poſſible 
reſtraint ; the only Aberty which is worthy of your 7 


animated intentions. Other ſons have. frequently 
ſerved me with diſtinguiſhed zeal on varigus occa- 
ſions; but this my anointed ſon hath. never ad 

nor deſiſted from the re every deed which 
might 


and protection, 
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my great ſon David H. 
laudable deſigns in Galgen paradox, and ambigui- 


might promote my | intereſt, and deſerve my moſt 
particular prediled ion and favour. 

Some men, after heroic acts performed in my 
ſervice, have been ſeized with childiſh ſentiments of 
remorſe, and have receded, like daſtards, from the 

_ accompliſhing my immortal purpoſes. Some, like 


„ have enveloped their 


ph and by theſe means their purſuits, however well 
ſigned, have proved in a great meaſure abortive: 


but Wilkes, my veteran and intrepid Wilkes, with 
unremitting ardour, hath openly avowed my cauſe, 
hath laboured inceſſantly to eſtabliſn my dominion, 


and to demoliſh thoſe of religion and morality 3 


both which are my profeſſed enemies. 


Permit me on this occaſion to remind you of che 


5 ſtory of the Jew, and of the notes of hand, which L 
every one knows. 


That was a glorious emanation of that ſuperior 15 


ſpirit, which deſpiſes and treads down all the oppo- 
ſition which riſes in the boſoms of the timid, who 
have not yet emancipated themſelves from the laviſh 


fears of puniſhment both here and hereafter. This 


was an atchievement worthy of immortal record, 
which none but men of the ſublimeſt genius can ac- 
compliſn. An incontrovertible proof of that heroic 

ardour in my cauſe, which nothing, either ſacred or 

civil, can overawe or intimidate, and which ought 


to animate your ſouls to the perpetrating of ſimilar 


tranſactions, that both his and your glory may be 


everlaſtingly recorded in the annals of my reign. 

The next deed which I ſhall mention was rather a” 
retrogradation, than an advancement of Wilkes's 
fame, though it might have imparted conſpicuous 


luſtre to a man of leſs renown, and deſervedly be- 
ſtowed on him the appellation of magnanimous ; it 


was the libelling his King : he ſaw his decline from 


his former honours, and feared it might be con- 


E 2 ſtrued 


Trot; 


ſtrued into a defection from my cauſe. Stung with 
che thought, he bravely ſtepped forth, and libel- 
louſly attacked that God whom my enemies adore, 


and thereby indiſputably proved that he was equally 


inclined to pull him from his throne in Heaven, as 
to dethrone his Sovereign on earth; and this he en- 
deavoured to effectuate with great policy: he art- 
fully dulcified the libation to my divinity with the 
intoxicating ſweets of obſcenity, in order the more 


effectually to adapt them to the luſciouſneſs of your 


Palates : he ſucceeded : you drank, and your pre- 


ſence on this occaſion proves that it operated as 
he intended, and I deſired. 


Having thus far eſcaped the challifements of hea- 


ven and of earth, un ſated with theſe arduous actions, 
he is now raurnedj in order to complete that career, 


which he has ſo gloriouſly begun and continued; 


at once to defy the majeſty of thoſe laws which he 
has violated, and to ſeek your aid and protection, 
though an outlawed and ſelf. convicted fugitive. 
This, if you will aſſiſt him faithfully to accompliſh, 
my throne and your principles will be eſtabliſhed 
to all eternity. All ordinances and powers, both of 
God and man, which fo pertinaciouſly and unjuſtly 

oppoſe your laudable and free intention, will then 

be totally ſubdued ; the enſlaving laws will be tram- 
pled under your. feet, and you may wanton in the 
ſpoils of your and my enemies, without timidity or 
reſtraint. The judges will receive the due reward _ 
of all their counteracting my ſon's and my deſigns, 

and find a becoming iſſue of all their oppoſitions to 


my cauſe at Tyburn; the ſtatutes will be conſumed 


by ficez the courts of juſtice be demoliſhed ; the 


lands and riches of your enemies be divided among 


you; you alone will be my ſubjects, Wilkes my N 


prime miniſter, and I your ſovereign. 
Religion ſhall be utterly aboliſhed ; the church 


lands hall n the — of my prieſts, and 


the 
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the temples be converted to public uſe, and formed 


into brothels for performing the rites of obſcenity 
and lewdneſs ; the daughters of my enemies ſhall be 


ſacrificed to your luſts; the biſhops and clergy ſhall 


be conſumed by fire at ftakes in Smithfield, as he- 


retics, for daring to declaim againſt the rectitude 8 
of my principles and tenets. Oh, glorious revolu- 


tion! Oh, darling object of my ſon and me! 


Should the civil magiſtrate attempt to ſeize him, : 


riſe in arms, defy the laws and him; be not inti- 


midated, my daughter Impudence ſhall ſupport you 
with her eloquence and perſeverance, and my friend 
ſhall protect him with his preſence, ſuſtain 


him, if you are all as deſerving my favour ; eman- ; 


cipate yourſelves from the chains of law, and of re- 


ligion, thoſe foes to liberty, my fon, and me; and let 
your ſtreets reſound with Wilkes and Blaſphemy for 
ever! ſo ſhall your intentions be accompliſhed, ard 
my ſhrine exalted above Heaven and earth. 


T heſe were ſucceeded by 


6 Hyrock 1SY's Speech to her FavouriITE Sons, 


combined againſt the FxIExDS of LIBERTY. L 


 DeanLY and WeLL-BerLove, 


3 1 CANNOT find words ſufficiently ſtrong to 

1 expreſs to you the high ſenſe I entertain of 
your IN EFTA BLE endeavours to extend my influence 
among the Livery of London. My heart exults 


within me when I behold my choſen ſons reeling 


from clubs and bagnios, where they have been giv- | 
ing looſe to every wanton idea, and expreſſed their 


_ approbation of every ſmutty tale; my heart exults 


within me when I behold theſe my choſen veſſels re- 


proving the harlot in the ſtreet; and exclamin 
againſt my bitter enemy, the indecent WILE ES. 


= How admirable, gentlemen, is your conduct! wor- 


thy of the moſt exalted praiſes! Thus out of re- 
ſpect 


1 924 


[5] 
ſpect to my reputation, to cenſure the conduct your 
hearts approve, and in deference to me to ſteal thoſe 
pleaſures which my rebellious ſons indulge them- 
ſelves in without contröul. Woe unto you ſcribes 
and phariſees, hypocrites.” How noble after 
ſuch a denunciation to ſupport your mother's cauſe! 
Go on, my choſen veſſels | call up a deeper gloom 
into your countenances! expreſs a keener reſent- 
ment ſtill, againſt the irregularities of youth, and 
| the venial "(allies of a warm imagination, and you 
may practiſe your ſecret vices with the more ſucceſs; 
Without your aid, my arch enemy, true-religion, 
would by this time have been infinitely more pre- 
vailing, but you render it unlovely in the eyes of 
the unthinking, and have made many proſelytes to 
vice. Go on my beloved fons! deſery the man that 
openly dares to attack my influence in the human 
heart, that acknowledges himſelf to be frail, who © 
has exerted himſelf in the ridiculous cauſe of liber- 
ty and his country, and that has dared, even to his 
own ruin, to ſtand up for the liberty of the preſs, 
and the freedom of private thoughts, thoſe two 
mortal and inveterate enemies to deſpotiſm, my belt 
ally, and myſelf, Perſevere, my ſons, with unre- 
mitting ardour, in this glorious and diſintereſted 
_ cauſe, and be aſſured that you ſhall by no means 
loſe your reward. 

Your loving mother, 


Hvroeglsv. 
And ſoon after followed theſe pieces : 


A WHATs To COME CHRONICLE, 
For December, 1768. 


is day John Wildfire, Eſq; made a mo- 
tion in a great aſſembly for leave to bring in 
my heads of a bill to aboliſh a certain mode of wor- 
ſhip, 


I 31 

ſhip, fooliſhly held in reverence amongſt the peo- 
ple of this kingdom, and called, the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. As the nature of the motion was rather ex- 
traordinary, the houſe have appointed a particular 
daa to conſider the propriety of complying with it; 
but as the city of London ſeems reſolutely deter- 
mined to ſupport every meaſure which is adopted 
by their ſpirited repreſentative, it is imagined that 5 
Mr. Wildfire will triumph over all che oppoſition 
of his enemies. 

> *Tis faid that a curious burleſs ue of the New 
Z Teſtament is in the preſs, which wil make its ap- 
pearance on Chriſtmas day, with explanatory notes, 
by John Wildfire, Eſq; 
; A Merchant of London is committed to New- 
gate for a breach of privilege in preſuming to aſk 
1 John Wildfire, Eſq; for a ſum of money which has 
been owing above five years. 

It is ſaid our patriotic repreſentative N to 
labour for a repeal of the laws againſt rapes and 
adulteries, which are at preſent ſuch diſagreeable 
reſtrictions on the wiſhes of the profligate ; and we 
moreover hear, that he is preparing a bill for the 
E general toleration of thoſe ſeminaries which e are de- 
= dicated to the votaries of Venus. 

We are told that the loyal Livery of London in- 
tend to petition a great perſonage to confer ſome 
> peculiar mark of anion on their worthy repre- 
ſentative John Wildfire, Eſq; for the elegant eulo- 
giums with which at different times he has dutifully 
If complimented his Sovereign, and the whole Royal 
= Family. | 
= Mr. Wildfire, to ſhew his great regard for lite- 
rary merit, intends, we are told, to give an annual 
gold medal to the writer who ſhall produce | the beſt 
Poem in favour of . 
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The JOINERS JOINED; Or, 
Jack Gi1MLET, the Joixzs, T RIUMPHANT. 
Tune, Lumps of Pudding, &c. „ 
v E Joiners of England, and Joiners of F rance, ; 


Come join all your hands, — then Join in a 


=:  - FR hit; 
For ſince Joiners made Joints, fuck a Joint neer was 

Nor did fate join to Joiners a Joint of ſuch wit. 
Each join in his praiſe, who has join'd ſuch a 


Joint, 
And join in a chorus, then take off your pint: 
Let Liberty join, tho' disjointed and torn, 


For a Joiner like GimLzT, fure never was born. 


Enjoin'd by dear Freedom he join'd him to Gaul, 3H 
| For the French give for T reedom, the Devil and 1 


ay. Rome; 


And now by the Joiners he's join'd for a Seat, 
And the mob in his intereſt join in the ſtreet; 
Such joining by Citizens never was known, 
Who Join'd 1 in all int'reſts, except in their own. 


Then] join my brave boys, i in full choruſſes join, 
Join Gimlet and Pitt in a bumper of wine, 


For jointly they led you to join for their good, 


And then jointly disjoin'd—and left you in the mud. 
Then join in huzzas, or you're jointly to blame, 
Join Jack to the Senate, you'll join a good name, 


When you've thus join'd the e 1 give you 
my word, 


You may next Join your necks toa two-penny 


cord. 


A New 


— — 


| Had the f ope but enjoin'd, he'd have Joie him at I 
But thanks to you jointly, he joins us at home. =? 


tt 


4 New Ballad compoſed by "Squire. BuckHoRsE, in 
Honour of *Squire W1LKES, 
£«D—n my eye, ſtand to it, Jack.“ 
Apol. Wilk. p. 4. 


C all ye brave boys who obey Wilkes's . : 

Who libel your king, and blaſpheme the great | 

66; 

Who ſcoff at religion, and tread down the 1 

Be faithful to his, and to Blaſphemy's cauſe; 

Believe your friend Buckhorſe, all virtue's a farce, 

And electing e Jack, bid the de il Kiſs your 

A—C. 

x - Hewill down with the courts in Weſtminſterchall, 

And blow up the churches of Peter and Paul; 

Religion and law are but humbugs and flams, 

And for biſhops and judges he cares not three dns. 

Suſtain him, my friends, to make virtue a farce, 

And electing '{quire Jack, bid the de'il Kits your 
2e. 

He will make it enacted that G— there is none, 
That Satan's a joke, and your buſineſs is done; 
Thus freed from the terrors of heaven and hell, 

= You may riot at eaſe, and bid conſcience farewell. 
Then ſupport *{quire Jack, to prove virtue a farce, 
Tou may do as you dare, bid the de'il Kits your 

a—e. 

This ſquire you muſt know is a a very brave fellow, 
Braves G— and the law, both when ſober and 

mellow; 

Tis freedom he en ſweet freedom to do 
What may chance to hang him, and Herde me 5 
e „ 
1 Unleſs we e him—then 8 it to paſs, 
That Wilkes be elect, and the de il kils our a—e. 
> Notwithſtanding the machinations of his adver- 
= faries, ſo many pieces appeared in favour of Mr. 
'B Wilkes, and 0 affectionate for him were the ac- 
F clamations 
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clamations of the populace, that he found | it but 
grateful thus to addreſs himſelf 


T o the worthy Liverymen of the City of London. 5 


my fellow- citizens has made the deepeſt impreſſion 


_ City, and in a ſteady attention to preſerve. our ex- 


honour of paying my perſonal reſpects to you, Gen- 
tlemen, on Wedneſday next, at our Guildhall ; 
and I beg your ſupport and early attendance, I am, 


dient ſervant, 


on the walls of Guildhall.” 
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Gentlemen, 
Cannot expreſs the } joy of! my heart at the noble 

1 and generous manner in which you have ſhewn 
vour acceptance of the humble tender of my ſer- 
vices. So honourable a teſtimony of eſteem from 


on me. My future life will beſt prove the fincerity 
and warmth of my eratitude : it ſhall paſs in every 
endeavour to promote the intereſts of this great 


cellent conſtitution, and the cauſe of Liberty, in 
which we are all embarked. I hope to have the 


with the trueſt regard, your moit obliged and obe- 
Monday, | March i - JOHN WILKES, = 


The evening 8 to the commencement 
ol ine election, "the enſuing ſpirited lines were ſtuck 


Vendidit bic auro patriam— 
Sancta ad vos anima, aique iſtius infeln cuæ, 
en G aud unquam indignus avorum. 
Wan. 
O0 Sacred walls ! while in your midnight g gloom, 
Britannia's genius waits her final doom ; ; 
White yet one hour of freedom fare allows ; . 
By gold, by far unbias'd in | my choice, 
Where honour points, I raiſe my patriot voice. 
O lacred pow rs, that guard our Albion ſhore, 
Let F Freedom triumph, and 1 alk no more 


2 
Fey 
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Let Freedom triumphi in the dire debate; 

Then let me fall, pleas'd I reſign to Fate 

Yet ſhould Corruption and her ſervile train 
Your triumphs ſully, and your ſhrine profane; 


Free and unconquer'd as their ambient waves, 


Tell them that Britons never ſhall be ſlaves ! 

Tell them how oft by Freedom's cries implor'd 
Your great fore-!athers bar'd the vengeful ſword ! 
They ruſh'd indignant to their country's aid, 

And th: d kings reluctantly obey'd. 

Tell them that not unworthy of our fires, 

Their genius warms us, and their ſ>'rit fires! 
We too have ſouls with native courage ſtcePd, 


XZ We too have hearts unknowing how to yield ; 


At leaſt though heav'n, tho' hell ſuccels deny, 
He will not ſtoop to ſerve, that dares to die. 
| -OSCA R. 


On Wedneſday the 16th of March, the day - 5 
poles for the election, the ſeveral Candidat 


being aſſembled on the IH; uſtings, they each, res 


able to cuſtom, harangued the] livery. Mr. Alder- 
man Beckford began; his addreſs was to this effect: 


Gentlemen and Fellow- citizens, 
AY I crave your indulgence | in ſaying a 
few words, in juſtification of my conduct 


in n parliament, which has been called in queſtion 


and miſrepreſented, not only in common conver- 

ſation, but in the publick papers, and in hand- 

bills diſperſed i in coffee-houſes, and other places. 
It gives me great ſatisfaction to have an oppor- 


Y tunity of anſwering the ſeveral accuſations laid to 


my charge, before ſo great and reſpectable a body 
of independent Liverymen, met together on the 
preſent occaſion. 

I think it, Gentlemen, the * of every repre» 


ſentative to give an account of his behaviour in par- 


ap lament, to his conſtituents, that they may judge | 


F 2 We: her 


| rious revolution Was founded, 8 


1 
whether he is a proper perſon to be again truſted 
with ſo high a degree of confidence. This was the 


old conſtitutional manner of proceeding, when 
members were paid by their conſtituents for their 
attendance; if the accuſations laid to my charge 
are true, I am certainly unworthy of being re- 


elected one of your repreſentatives, and you would 
act unworthily and inconfiſtent with the duty you 
owe to your country, yourſelves, and your poſte- 
rity, to give your voices for ſuch a candidate. 
am acculed ot having declared in parliament, 


that the crown, the executive part of this conſtitu- 
tion, has a power to diſpenſe with poſitive laws; 

that I was for extending the prerogative of the b 
crown, and depreſſing the liberty ef the ſubject; 
that I was for taking away charters, and had voted I 
againſt the reduction ot thoſe taxes which were 1 
burthenſome to the people. f 


1 muſt appeal to my late ks call, who 


bar ſhewn themſelves ready to co-operate with 


me in every occaſion, where the intereſt of this 


city was concerned, for the truth of what I ſhall 


now ſay. 
When the legality of the power of the crown, 


with the advice of the council, to lay an embargo 3 
to prevent the exportation of corn, in a time of 
the greateſt ſcarcity, was debated in parliament, I 


did declare it to be a wife, prudent, and falutary 


meaſure; that it was conformable to the immutable 


law of nature (which 1s the law of God) and to the 


conſtitution of this country, to diſpenſe with and = 
overrule a poſitive law when the ſtate was indanger, 
and the ſafety of the people required ſuch an ex- 


traordinary exertion of power; but that thoſe who 
ave ſuch advice to the crown, were anſwerable for 


ceſſity of the meaſure; that on this 2 9:09 Toe 15 81 


Bo. 


it, and muſt juſtify their conduct by the abſolute ne- 
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As late worthy Lord Mayor, who is now no more, 


did adviſe the adminiftration to put an immediate ſto 
to the exportation of corn, fome time before this ſa- 
lutary meaſure was, through extreme neceſſity, adopt- 
ed, declaring, that we were in danger of a famine, 
and if not timely prevented the conſequences might 


be fatal. If his advice had been followed, many tu- 


mults, riots, and diforders would have been pre- 
rented, and the high price of corn reduced, which 
has fince continued ſo oppreſſive to the poor of this 
kingdom. DYED: 


I obſerved that our bleſſed Saviour had juſtified 


David, when he was an hungred, and they that were 
with him, for entering into the houfe of God, and 


eating the ſhew-bread, which was not lawful for him 
to-eat, neither for them that were with him ; but. 


only for the prieſt,  _— 


The next accuſation againſt me was, that I had 


made a motion in parliament in taking away charters, 
and thereby would render property inſecure. It is no- 


torious to every man in this city, that I was the firſt 
mover in parliament for an enquiry into the conduct 


of the Eaſi- India Company, and did ſay they had been 


guilty of a miſuſer, in the moſt eſſential articles of 
their charter, I confeſs I am an enemy to all mo- 


nopolies, being convinced they are againſt the ſpirit 


of the conſtitution, and are injurious to the trade and 
manufactures of this kingdom. I did at the ſame time 


declare, and I made the ſame declaration before you, 
my fellow citizens, that I never have been, nor 


ever will be, for taking away the property of any 


man, or body of men, for publick uſe, without a 
van aides eee 445 
- The third accuſation was that I had voted againſt 
the reduction of thoſe taxes, which were oppreſ- 
five to the people. Gentlemen, I did ſpeak and 
vote againſt the reduction of the Land Tax; my 
opinion was then, and is now, that relief ought — 
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be given to the poor man, in preference to the opu- 


lent land- holder; our commerce languiſhes under the 
great impoſitions on trade, and our manufactures are 


oppreſſed by the enormous taxations on many neceſ- 


ſaries of life, and the high price of proviſions. Theſe 
Were then my ſentiments againſt taking from the 
publick funds five hundred thouſand pounds to place 
that ſum in the pockets of the landed gentlemen of 


this kingdom. J hope I may be excuſed in ſaying, I 
ſpake and voted againſt my own intereſt ; for there 


are few private men who have received more advan- 


tage by this reduction than myſelf, _ 


I will take up no more -of your time, but 
conclude, with ſubmitting myſelf to your candour, 


and the judgment of my fellow citizens: whether 
1 have the honour of being again elected one of 
your repreſentatives, or whether I am rejected, I 
ſhall always retain a grateful ſenſe of former 
favours, and my beſt endeavours ſhall be exerted 
at all times, and on every occaſion, to ſupport the 
liberty of my country, and the welfare and proſ- 
perity of my fellow=citizens. My family have 
been for many years citizens of this metropolis, 
and I take this opportunity of declaring publickly, 
that I prefer the character of an honeſt, free, and 
independent citizen of London, to the greateſt 
title in the power of the crown to confer. 


Sir Rich. Glyn next ſpoke ; and then Alderman 


Trecothick, who addreſſed his audience thus: 


GBentlemen of the Livery, my fellow-citizens ! 
Uron this firſt attempt to addreſs ſo numerous 
and reſpectable a body, I ſtand in need of 
all that candor and indulgence for which this place 


hath ever been ſo laudably remarkable. . 
For a long courſe of years I have been con- 
verſant in the commerce of Great Britain, &c. I 


can ſay with truth, that the export of its manu- 


factures, 
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factures, in my branch of — hath during my 
Time been conſiderably increaſing; but I mu 
add, with concern, that in many other branches it 


hath greatly declined ; hence ariſes that degree of 


_ diſtreſs, which ſo evidently afflicts many popu- 
lous parts of this kingdom: to revive, to ex- 
tend manufactures, to remove their burthens and 
diſcouragements, ſhould be the peculiar ſtudy of 


every Britiſh ſenator; it ſhall be mine, if I am 
honoured with your choice. I wiſh my abilities 


were equal to my inclinations, vigilance at leaſt, 
and aſſiduity in this precinct, ſhall not be wanting 


on my part. 


. 1am Ae un e important 


fen of repreſenting a free people in parlia- 
ment; thus far, therefore, I will profeſs, and no 
| farther : I know the invaluable bleſſing of our 


happy conſtitution and laws : I know that the 


utmoſt exertion of zeal is due to the ſupport of 
Liberty on every occaſion, againſt every arbitrary 
party: the man who, under this conviction, 
ſolicits and obtains the higheſt of truſts, and 
afterwards betrays it, would merit everlaſting in- 
famy. It ſhall, Gentlemen, be my earneſt en- 
deavour, in the whole courſe of my conduct, to 


acquit myſelf to my own conſcience; ſure, in ſo 


doing, to obtain and to preſerve Jour pproba- 


tion 2 favour. 


Mr. De puty Paterſon hinted at the ſervices 
he had Re the City, and promiſed, ſhould he 
ſucceed in the election, to make the intereſt of 
the City more Particularly his concern chan any 


other object. 


Mr. Wilkes's ſpeech followed, in theſe e i 


1 Am happy to find myſeif once more among 


the friends and patrons of Liberty. This 
day makes me glorious amends for the rigour of a 


long 
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long unmerited exile, in which the only conſola-. 
tion remaining to me was, that from my ſuffer- 
ings you had an uninterrupted enjoyment of your 
moſt invaluable rights and privileges. Since the 
exertion of my, firmneſs in an important moment, 


no Miniſter has conce dared to iſſue a GENERAL 


WARRANT apainſt your. Perſons, or ſign an Order 


for. the Seizure of your Papers, and I truſt that 


ſuch! deſpotiſm will never be 9 exerted over the 


: fr ee ſuhjects of this country. rt 


I ſtand here, Gentlemen, a private man, 
unconnected with the Great, and unſupported 


by any Party. have no ſupport but you; I with 


no other ſupport; I can. have none more certain, 5 
none more honourable. 


If have the happineſs, 3 5 being 


returned to parliament by your favour, I ſhall be 4 
ready to pay the greateſt deference to the ſenti- 
ments of my conſtituents on every occaſion, and 


ſhall dedicate myſelf to their ſervice, by promoting 


to the. utmoſt of my abilities,. the trade and com- 
merce of this great metropolis ; by. which alone i = 
can maintain the firſt rank it now enjoys, and I 

: hope. with its liberties, will ever enjoy. 8 


The Lord Mayor was the next who addreſſec the 


5 11 and from what he ſaid, it was evident he 


Had lain by to reply to Mr. Wilkes. He ob- 


ſerved, that ſome of the gentlemen who had hatl 
the honour of repreſenting us in the laſt parliament 
had thought it incumbent on them to juſtify their 
conduct in the Houſe of Commons, butthat he him- 
ſelf thought this wholly unneceſſary, being conſcious 
that he never had given a vote that did not reſult 
from the genuine dictates of his own heart; and as 


far as his abilities enabled him, had endeavoured to 


| Judge what would be moſt for the honour and inte- 
re of Britain 4 in Seneral, and this city in Pe 


lar. 
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lar. He then took notice that the gentleman who 


had ſpoken immediately before him, had choſen to 
expatiate much upon Liberty, and, ſays he, “ it is 
not more than I expected from him; but Iwill venture 
to affirm that neither he nor any man has a juſter 
ſenſe of Liberty than myſelf, or will go farther in 


" 


the ſupport of it; yer, when I ſpeak of Liberty, 1 
beg I may not be miſunderſtood; I mean not to in- 
culcate the moſt diſtant” idea of Licentiouſneſs. 
"The ſpirit, of Liberty is to be ſeen in our laws; 
they breathe nothing elſe. In them I ſee an. inva- 
riable direction, and the man who acts with re- 


f 85 and deference to them, gives to me the 
ſtrongeſt proof of love to out happy conſtitution. 
And now, gentlemen, continued he, let me drop 
the language of a candidate, and addreſs you as 
pour firſt magiſtrate. In this capacity I think 
myſelf called upon to recommend to you to conſi- 
ter maturely, and to aft with judgment, diſcretion, | 
and moderation, in exerciling the greateſt 'pri- 
vilege of Which you ſtand poſſeſſed, that of chuſing 
the men Who are to decide for you in the great 
council of the nation, for the next ſeven years. 
Let not paſſion, let not prejudice, let not intereſt, 


guide you, Be as ye ever have been, the. moſt 
independent, as well as the moſt diſintereſted 


corporation in Great Britain. By continuing to 
purſue the ſame conduct you will continue to pre- 
ſlerve the ſame weight you have ever had, and to 
be reſpected and followed by the reſt of the nation. 
Before I conclude, I muſt once more expreſs to 
you my carneſt wiſh, that the four men ye chuſe 
to be returned to parliament, may be men of cha- 
racter, and abilities, and ſuch as may do us honour; 
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diminiſh the dignity of this grear metropolis,” | | 
Robert Ladbroke's Was che laſt ſpeech ; 
_ which Was very well adapted to the purpoſe, 


re 


fuch men, in ſhort, as will not ſuliy the luſtre, or 
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perfeRtly ag reeable to his character a3 $ ſenſible 


man and ati Fuba heſt citizen. | 
On holding up bands, the majority for Mr. 


f Witkes' was pt igious; with him were returned 
the Lord Mayor, Sir Robert Ladbroke, and 
Wiünam Beckford; Eſd. A poll was immediately 


demanded för Sir Richard Glyn, Mr. men 
Trecothick; and Mr, Deputy Paterſon, The next 
day this advertiſement appeared fot Mr. Wilkes : 


To the wotthy Liverymen of the City of London. 


GENTLEMEN and FELLOW-CITIZ ENS, 


] x8 Beg leave to return you my moſt cordial and 


ſincere thanks for your zealous and early ap- 
pearance for me this day. Truſting entirely to 


the diſintereſted and generous ſupport of the Livery 

of London, I intreat the continuance of your 
patronage and protection to perfect what you ba 
be 82 to carry me through the poll 1155 ſuc- 


ave | 


it conſequence of your own nomination, the 
rity appearing, by the declaration of the ſhe- 


riffs, to be in my favour. 1 am, with gratitude 


and reſpeEt, 
Gentlemen, your deruczd. 
| and obedient humble erwagt⸗ 2 
Wedneſday, March 16. JOHN WILKES. 


Ge commencement of the poll, the attach - 


3 
. + 


men tk Wilkes's cauſe. re ſhort 


of that on the holding up hands. As the nym- 
bers for him were much inferior to thoſe. for/ te 


: other. candidates, his adverſaries thus SORE © 


as Fernen. | | 8 7 Ie 5 = 1925 22 5 
Jo the Liverymen of Landen, e 0 
GrxTEEM Ex, 1 ec . : | 


II is with great pleaſure bernd W e the 

firſt, 32 poll for members for this ci Agde 
could be but twenty nine found RE.) you Tutfi- 

80 ciently 
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i either parts, 2 lition, gr common probity, a hat- 
headed dangerous incendiary, ſhall, he, be be capable 


pendent e lectors. of; thi 
elected a member, of the, he Sr re club if 
any fuch exiſting; if he can be voted into parlia- 
ment by the "ſuffrage of porters, link-boys, and 
: hackney-coachmen, he is their proper repreſenta- 
tive, and I have no objection to it; but ſhall cha- 
racters, which ought to be. ſo grave, ſo prudent, 


'Tothe worthy: 


1 


eiently loft. to 8 and common ſenſe to 


vote for John Wilkes. k at! Mall the deſpiſer 
of his God, the libeller 2 ho King, a man whoſe 


ier g. ew "high 19, be. without 


his * the cinde- 
city, 177 him, ba 
there is 


of ſlavering jyto e A 


5 
8 are really ſo important as the Liverymen of the 


City of London, ſhall they claſs themſelves with 
the vulgar, headlong, contemptible mob, ſhall - 
they be acceſſary in fixing ſuch a brand of indelible 
: reproach- upon this metropolis, hitherto: remarx- 
able for its wiſdom in the choice of its repreſenta-- 
tives! at this rate you would run after a lack 
Cade, or a Wat Tyler: for ſhame, Gentlemen, 
think of what you are and what you are about, 
and don't make yourſelves contemptble) in the 
| eyes of all Europe. 6 


As Mel Wilkes, early in the poll, perceived 
ſome cauſ e of diſguſt, this advertiſement appeared: 


1 e of ne Ti ity of wenn 
rrkruen. 4 F 


AIV me leave to thank you! for thoſe genuine 
'matks of your regard which I have this day 
reevived, by your free and uninfluenced appear- 
ance. I am ſatisfied that, in this great caule of 
Liberty, I ſhall, by your generous aſſiſtance, riſe 
ſuperior to eyery act of oppreſſion and malice, 1 


ſhall not fail every, day, till the-cloſe of the poll, 
reſpects 


— 


to have the honour. of paying you my perional- 
"9-2 
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refpedts on the huſtings at Guildhall. Fam; Geti> 


tlemen, with fieerity and efttem; 255 alkeclionate 5 
and obedlient humbf Jetvantz F 


Thefty, i; March 19:45 * JOHN; WILKES. 


955 98501 


the third, day of the ,poll, an derten was 


7 8 an the papers, he feby it appeared that the 

10 —— mg 115 

with Mr. Wilkes, bad oined intereſt, but, contrary 
t precedent, AFR, their colleague. This o- 
caſionęd much diſcontent ; and upon this ſubject, 
the 9 pieces, among others, ſeverally appeared. 


' To the Lavery men: of the City of Helke. 3 


| GENTLEMEN, _ 
I Am ſorry at my fie "7 life to be alin: to 1 
1 drefs.you, having lofig retired but cannot re- 


5 main ſilent at ſuch an affront as is now offered to you, 


without warning you of your danger; and I truſt it 


will be the laſt time I ſhall ever have occaſion. Be- 


fote the da) of che Common hall it was declared by 


ſome of tze Candidates, nay advertiſed, that they f 
Would not Join ift any lift, until authoriſed. by the 
fanction df the Common- hall; and notwithſtanding 


all ſuch declarations, the. ſenſe of the Common- hall 


is treated with the greateſt diſreſpect; for the man, 


| wo was declared to, have a majority of above two to 

fie, is left out of the lift of the return of that day I 
Warte take up your time by making remarks upon 
ſuch conduct, but muſt beg leave to tell you, if you 


do not t your rights by ſupporting yout return, 
Jou are for ever loſt. The paltry excuſes made for 
„oeh conduct are mean and contem ptible firſt; the 


moral character of the man; and as to the ſecond, 
at lmoſt it can be called but an error in judgement, 
in ſuppoling that he had the ſame right to treat things 
out ef doors with that freedom they have always 
been done within: and a happy error for you and 
Four poſterity, as it has: freed 7% from that curſed. 
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were Heclared to "have a majority Er 
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too late, be fleet, and give 


of your old friend, 
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DAL 
inquifition of General Warrants; a meaſure, which, 
if 1 am rightly - informed, was fu pported by two of 
your preſent candidates; at leaſt, if not ſ 4 


not oppoſed, which is equally as bad ; theref ore, 
my fellow citizens, let me entreat you before it is 
e the reward where it is 
juſtly due, as a leflon to oſterity; 
Wilkes has great merit I take upon me'to aſſett, hav- 
ing done more for your liberties, the greateſt bleſſi ing 
an Engliſhman boaſts of, than all your other candi- 
dates, - that at the riſk of every thing dear to him; 


ſhew me ſuch an example, and I ſhall ever be filent. 
Tam truly ſorry that your eyes are not opened A little 
more; for I am confident, upon enquiry you will find 

the Scotch intereſt exerted to: the greateſt extreme. 
What! ſhall I live to ſee my brother Liverymen be- 
pes to Scottiſh influence? Heaven forbid ! 
And 1 truſt they will ſtill convince the world, that 
they are, what they have always been repreſented, 

free and independent, unawed by power, and A 8 ; 


— of 


ieee. 7 


come du 


ready to reward merit, whereſoever found: 
may ever approve YO ſuch is the figcere w 


To the worthy Liverymen of the City of Lon London, 


GENTLEMEN, ref 
ERMIT; me to propoſe the following 8 | 
Whether it is not the greateſt affront ever of- 


— 
— 


ſered the city, for three of the candidates to refuſe 
joining with à gentleman unanimouſly approved of 
at the Common- hall? And whether it will not reflect 
eternal infamy on the Livery of London, not to chooſe 
for one of their repreſentatives, the 


perſon whoſe 
expectations the —— raiſed ſo high, and whoſe 
* ſtand for 1 they have ſo conſtantly ap- 
proved? One, who has done and ſuffered ſo much 
* the moſt glorious cauſe, the cauſe of Freedom, and 
we cars and: will exert his great talents on a future 

5 occaſion, 
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and that Mr. 
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good of his country, or the li- 


jou of thealubjach, is invaded dy the arbitrary mea- 
ſutes f al defpotic miniſter. But if you, dee 
woryz ſhouldiriegle@-to/do juſtice'to-fo much 
Gr grateful ſenſe of the 


— it muſt be left to ſome faithful hiſtorian 
to felate tha gloripusanley' 10 his Immortal: honour, 
abd=yout=dilgrape. ce SUFI BAL | 


Neven let ti be told the Livery-of Lomdoa were 


* entirely deſtitute of the true principles of honour or 


the leaſt ſhare; of a real N at | 
"iſe, ther: gb as oe man; 2 SH by your | 

achinent to this defender of your lives and 
roperties;. — have yet a love of freedom pre- 

. hreaſts ; und, as à proof of your 

title to that beit A n py in TRE for John 

A das aca 

9" Tote bus Mo and Sir R — 


amd proper conduct on Wedneſday laſt, after. 
the thew of hands, for 


trary: conduc 1 a e with ? 
man to ſce the pro opriety of fuch 4 "and w Ey 


— 1 A apprehenfions of offending the; ſor 


n will of the mob. This gentleman has long 
retpnded tir ha ve a great roſpect and regaith For Us, 

cheese qnuld never perteive it by any part of 5 

public or private conduct; and: tflis only proves to 


us more fully, that all his profeſſions have been Pa 


2 * 1 We are, Gent Gentlemen; 1a 841 $3 * 
. n SHB hai, : Your fitivers Frienck, 10 l 
212 5 Deer, „Dicxrrv, n. 


| Eb er hearty thanks for y rides 0 


. £0 N 

The number of pollers continuing but ſmall for 
Mr. Wilkes, his friends thought it neceſlary, the 
other candidates having ſeveral places Jor the 


entertainment of their n that he ſhould likewiſe F 


open; Joiners-hall was fixed upon, and advertiſe- 


ments were printed inviting his friends thither Af 
terwards, the Three Tuns Tavern in Spittlefields, and 


and the Globe Tavem in the * 2 5 L 


for their reception. 
The fourth hath of the pot pr prod 


F cky . eee 


Readineſs, and zeal; you have thewn — the be- 
: ginning of this elechion t to the preſent time; an exer- 
tion of the ſame ſpirit, during the three following 
days of the poll, cannot fail to give ſucceſs to 


| on of, perſecution which baſeneſs 2 „ dhe 
ſuggeſt. Your early attendance on the enſuing 


days 
of poll, will be of the greateſt ſervice. I am, 1 5 


tlemen, with the utmoſt deference and regard, your 
much obliged and faithful humble ſervant. 
Saturday Night, March zg. - JOHN: WILKES, 


| About the fame time came out theſe ſtimulatives. 


1 > W ect v3 


D > Voick of LinzRTY;.. 
1 A be ma Jan” 's, ſpeech, to his Fellaw-Citizens.... 


E of Bar 


I Un exftand,.centlemen, that ſome of you; though 
to. Liber iberty, are backward in giving your = 
votes d Mr, Wilkes, ſuppoſing that his preſent᷑ cir- 
daumſtagces render him ineapable of repreſenting you 
is parliament.— Be not dexeived.— Mr. Wilkes is 
= poſſeſſed of all the xequiſite and I will ſay, the moſt 
= cllential qualifications, to accept and diſcharge the 


friend: 


| truſt he ſolicits. You 


- — — - — — - We. 2 8 pm * = 8 — 8 
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I Cannot ſufficiently acknowledge and a . the | 


to yr 
on nonunation, and to n of all choſe 

wg ate the real friends of Liberty, eee 
1 noy ſuffers, i in that beſt of cauſes, every mean ſpe⸗ 
q can 
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MVH O will hereafter ſtand up in your defence, 
fortune, who even riſked his life for being the cham- 
881 | * eee ..... 


L 


Von ſay you would not chuſe to give away your 

votes. For heaven's fake you ſurely: would not ſell = 
them !—But; you will ſell them, and at the hazard 
of lofing their price, if you continue to be influenced 


by private intereſt, or perſonal connections. 


As Liverymen of London, you repreſent by ; 
charter the collective body of freemen of this popu- 


lous City, even as your members in parliament 


repreſent you, If then you hold in juſt abhorrence 
that man, who, in the great aſſembly of the nation, 
| ſhould be deaf to your remonſtrances, and facrifice 


your intereſts to his own, with what propriety can 


you be deaf to the voice of the people, and preſer 
your. own: particular emolument to the general good. 
I have my reaſons, as well as you, to prefer other 
candidates; but theſe reaſons are peculiar and par- 
tial; therefore can have no influence on a con- 
ſcientious man upon ſo. univerſally intereſting an 
occaſion... 1 not up in defence of Mr. Wilkes: 
It is in defence of Liberty; in defence of thoſe glo- 
rious privileges which our anceſtors bought dearly 
with their blood: and ſhall we not protect and 
Honour the man who hath ſhewn a kindred zeal to 
tranſmit them to poſterity? God forbid we ſhould 
be ſo loſt to public virtue, that we ſhould be ſuch 
_ cruel fathers; as to rob our children of thoſe inefti- 
mable privileges,” for the ſake of any preſent grati- 
fication to ourſelves! But if it be fo, if the venality 
and corruption, which have been long openly prey- 
ing on the limbs of our country, have at laſt ſecretly 
ſeized on her heart and vitals in the city of London, 
mortifying indeed is our condition; let ſhame for 
ever ſeal up our lips, and the name of Liberty be 
beard in our ſtreets no more 


- 


Xe too late. 


7 


if the man who hath facrificed friends, favour, 


t EI ei 
— « ö _ J \ 1 


tot 


pion. of our Liberties, is ſuffered to ſink 1 the 
— ht of miniſterial oppreſſion 1|——=Does ; Mr. 
Wilkes's private character injure his public one?— 
Remember, the brighteſt object i is the moſt cafily 
ſullied, and it is the peculiar property of calumny 
to vent its malice on the moſt conſpicuous charac- 
1 ters Muſt your defenders be more. than men? 
BY | you wait for an angel to come from, 4 to 
our relief, you will ſoon be ſunk into the moſt 
abject ſlavery,— Do you want a leader? Every 
man ſhould be a leader in ſo intereſting, ſo animating 
a cauſe.— While the Romans were free, their citi- 
zens voted as their ſoldiers fought; as if victory 
depended on each fingle arm. — Would Engliſhmen 
continue free, ſo ſhould they vote on the preſent 
occaſion, as if the ſucceſs of the poll depended on 
each man's fingle voice Nui cito dat bis dat — 
An early vote is worth two, and if a ſingle r 5 
four: therefore let the friends of M.. Wilkes be N 
5 ſpeedy | in giving teſtimony of their zeal. for Liberty. 


* o the worthy Liverymen of the City of London. 
GERN I LEMEN, © 


\.T a Common-hall for chuſing members t to repre- 
ſent this city in the enſuing parliament, on 
3 Wedneſday laſt, the -heart, hands, and tongue of 
every individual, as if influenced by a divine and 
irreſiſtable rec, mightily applauded and unani- 
| mouſly elected a gentleman, whoſe virtue in a pub- 
lic character had (I ſuppoſe) entitled him to thoſe 
more than ordinary marks of diſtinction with which 
he was; then honoured. A poll is afterwards de- 
manded; when, to my great ſurpriſe, the firſt in 
favour becomes laſt on K lift !- Whaticm friends, 
can this be owing . to? Strange reyerle | lk i fear, 
intereſt; caprice, or are ye influenced by ſeri blers 
who. - would blacken "an angel of 1 light ; ? What then 
| hinders. yout voting for 1 wan of your choice? 


My 
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My Alon cht, remember your country ; ; and 


let not the falſe and idle plea of his private character 


pacify your too- yielding conſciences; for it is 


abuſed, grofly abuſed; and all his amiable private 


virtues wholly c concealed: but what have either of . 
theſe to do? Let thoſe who can, contradict the fol- 
| lowing affertions. His abilities are indiſputable. 

His love to his king and country, genuine, honeſt, 
and unparalelled; and his ſteadineſs, invariable. 


As to his generoſity, let thoſe ſpeak who tranſmitted 
his benevolence to Dunn, the Scotch aflaffin, whilſt 
in priſon for his attempt; and his returning the 
challenge to the infamous Targeteer, leſt it might 


_ occaſion his proſecution after death. This is the 
man; this is the noble John Wilkes, you choſe on 


We edneſday laſt. Your' ten” A Denrzn. 
No GENERAL WARRANTS! 


Marr DarLy, Citizen and Clockmaker, to bis 


Brethren, the worthy * * of Londen. 
 GENTLEMEN,. 


N the year 1747 a 688 Wan was iiTied | 
from the ſecretary of ftate, to apprehend, ſeize, 
and take, all ſuch perſons, papers, &c. &c. that the 
acting meſſenger then in vogue ſhould think proper; 


when (with ſundry other perſons) the ſaid meſſenger 


did, in my abſence, enter my houſe, and, by force, | 
did ſearch and examine my premiſes, but did not at 


that time take or carry any thing away; but two 


days after the ſaid meſſenger did forcibly enter the 


ſaid premiſes, with a great number of thieſtakers 
and other infamous aſſiſtants, and did take away in 


bags, part of my ftock in trade, my private papers, 


and other things of value, which goods were never 
returned; and part of them was ſold by one Reele, 


an aſſiſtant to the ſaid meſſenger, Upon ſuch treat- 

ment and open violence, on the body and prope 

of 2 cines a every Liveryman of London gelegt, 
= make 
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make the caſe his own; conſider his ſituation, to be 
torne from his family, impriſoned for fourteen days 
without examination, his property taken from him 
(and not returned), roughly handled by an attorney 
general, though honourably acquitted by the Judge 
of the court of King's Bench, as he not ſeeing any 
cauſe of complaint. At that time of day the bare 
mention of a ſecretary of ſtate's warrant, or the 
appearance of a king's meſſenger, was the terror of 
every. Engliſhman that ſhould chance to come in 
their way, they not knowing how to get redreſs, till 
the late valuable and glorious deciſions, obtained by 
the patriotic and inflexible Mr. Wilkes, thewed the 
people of England, that their perſons, cabinets, and 
property, were not to be taken away by arbitrary and 
 namelets General Warrants, I PN 
The following puns alſo then appeared in the papers. 
We hear that, during the poll at Guildhall, a 
_ gentleman aſked Mr, Wilkes, with a ſneer, Whe- 
ther he was not tired with ſtanding ?” To which 

the latter chearfully replied, * Not in the leaſt, Sir; 
Jam determined to ſtand to the laſt, and then per- 


haps I ſhall get a ſear.” 


To the Wives of the worthy Liverymen of London. 
LADIES and GENTLEWOMEN, |" _ 
OUR Intereſt is humbly defired for J 
4 Witkes, Eſq; Citizen and Joiner, to be your 
_ repreſentative in the enſuing parliament: he being 
2 zealous defender of the Rights, Privileges, and Su- 
periority of the female world; a gentleman, in whom 
| you: have now an opportunity of exerting all your 
powerful influence, for the moſt glorious cauſe that 
ever ſolicited your protection, the cauſe of LiBERTY. 
Tis your's, ladies, to rouſe your huſbands from a 


ſupineneſs, which muſt ſtamp everlaſting infamy on 
their poſterity. Freedom. and the love of Liberty 
46 H 2 are 
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amy 
as the peculiar privileges and characteriſties of the 


Britiſh fair; permit me therefore to intreat the union 


of your bands and hearts, to raiſe a Member that has 
and ever will make a noble Stand in your defence. 


5 am, a Ladies and Gentlewomen, 
Wn with all reſpect, your's, 
A Lover of Li berty and the Fair S. 


As the Poll i is pretty far advanced, the ladies are . 


| earneſtly defired to ſtir their huſbands up as foon 


as poſſible.— Every Engliſhman's heart and arms 
wil be opened for the reception of N. nk Þ 


5 female friends, 


The adverſaries of Mr. Wilkes, not content with = 
his ſmall ſucceſs on the . uſhered to the 3 5 


the following invective: 


To the worthy Liverymen of London. 
op rig RY, 5 
Otwithſtanding the vaſt climour which has 


gates who blaſpheme the religion and deſpiſe the 
laws of their country, And becauſe' their actions 


deſerve, and their fears inform them they may re- 
ceive, condign puniſhment both here and hereafter, 


they are extremely zealous to abolith law and juſtice, 
and eradicate the belief of future rewards and puniſh- 


ments, from their own and the minds of ather men, 


and the conſtant friends of ſuch reprobates. 


Such advocates and adherents are a diſgrace to the 
man they favour, and bring a ſcandal and dithonour 


on all who may innocently be deluded by their arts 
and fophiſtry, and unite in the fame cauſe. In this 
, account, 


/ 


been raiſed in ſupport of a ſelf-conceited and 
ſelf-baniſhed outlaw, I am now happy in finding 
that the poll at Guildhall perfectly evinces that his 
friends among the Liverymen are few in number; 
and that his chief ſupport reſides in the factious 
ſpirits of the mob, always the friends of thoſe profli- 
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account, on former occaſions, many men have found 
a decline of trade and fallen into bankruptcies by the 
reſolution which all honeſt and religious men have 


taken not to deal with them. The characters of 


men are, for the moſt part, eſtimated according to 

the company they keep; and their morals and inte- 
grity are determined according to thoſe of their aſſo- 
cCiates. Even the very perſons of ſimilar principles 
and deſigns, conſcious of their own immoral and 


irreligious tenets and intentions, have avoided the 


dealing with theſe very perſons whom they have 
ſeduced, through fear of being cheated by them, as 
they themſelves are convinced they would deceive 
all others. Hence it ariſes, that, deſerted by the 


virtuous and deſerving, and being never encouraged 


in trade by the rogues of their own fraternity, their 


buſineſs inſenſibly languiſhes, they fall into decay, 


failures of payment, bankruptcies, and priſons, un- 
pitied by the good, avoided and unaſſiſted by the 
bad who corrupt them. Such are too frequently the 
ends of ſuch unhappy and deluded men. . 
On this account, and many others, I hope that fac. 
tion, and the viſionary idea of Liberty, which rebels 


againſt religion and the laws, have exhauſted their 


_ faſcination in favour of an. atrocious Outlaw; that 
_ thoſe who have given him their votes will repent of 
their offences, and that others will behold his pre- 
| ſumption through the optics of truth and virtue, and 


no longer proceed in what is really a rebellion againſt 
the legiſlature, Believe me, gentlemen, it is not 


criminal to recede from raſh vows and promiſes made 
to the diſadvantage of religion and the laws. The only 
merit which remains after ſuch precipitate and per- 


nicious reſolution is, to withdraw yourſelves from 


ſuch aſſociates, and compenſate by your actions what 


vou have done amiſs by your reſolves. It is undoubt- 


edly indiſcreet to enter into ſuch engagements ; but 
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the common argument which is deſſeminated with 
ſuch diligence among you, that it is diſnhonourable 


to retract your word, once again, is fallacious and 


deſtructive. It may as well be ſaid that it is diſho- 
nourable to repent of paſt tranſgreſſions; whereas it 


is the only honourable proceeding which is left. 
Whberefore let me entreat you for your on fakes, 


for the honour of the great city which muſt be dif- | 
| graced in all nations, ſhould an Outlaw repreſent 


them, deſert the cauſe of irreligion and rebellion to 


the laws, join heartily in the ſupport of your old 
members: they are honeft men and good ſubjects, 


and have been always ſteady to your intereſts; there- 


fore do not run the riſk of being improperly repre» 


_ ſented by Atheiſts and Outlaws, Preſbyterians and 
Republicans, Scotchmen and Attornies. 5 


Support your religion, and cruſh the blaſphemer 3 
encourage the churchman, and ſcout the preſbyte- 


rian; be zealous for your king, and kick out repub- 


licans; ftick to the honeſt Engliſh, and deſpiſe the 
Scot; and heartily unite to damn and down with the 


eump.. | STEDFAST CHURCHMAN. 


During the courſe of the election, it appeared that 


undue methods were made uſe of to bias the electors. 


Venality was ſuſpected; and, at the inſtance of one 
of the candidates, the oath againſt bribery and cor- 


ruption was adminiſtered the latter part of the poll. 
Court influence, hkewiſe, had its ſhare; as will ap- 


Pear indubitable to thoſe who believe the order ge- 


nuine which is contained in the following letter. 
Io the worthy Liverymen of London. 
GENTLEMEN, 5 


Vb are now brought to a critical period in the 


choice of repreſentatives for this great city; 
and, to the honour of the Livery, they have. ever 
oppoſed any influence from adminiſtration. Will 
you then look tamely on, and not ſhew n 
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March 19. Four moſt humble ſervant, 5 


1 


free and independent, w hen you hear, from undoubted 
authority, that orders are iſſued from above, direct- 

ing the Livery to vote for the four old members; z à 
| circumſtance which puts this capital city upon a le- 
vel with the loweſt and moſt corrupt borough. Rouſe, 
therefore, gentlemen, and make choice of that man 
Who pledges his honour, that neither place, penſion, 
or poſt, ſhall ever draw him off from a ſtrict atten- 


tion to your beſt intereſts, manufactures, and com- 
merce. 


co of e O R D ER. 
SIR, Ws 


BY favouring the four late worthy members of the 
city with your vote and intereſt upon the preſent 
election, you will oblige your beſt friends here. 


Tower, I am, Sir, 


J= 


to the 3 of . 


N. B. Mr. B 1 


. Is not the 8 order a moſt flagrant in- 2 
ſult on * free and independent Liverymen of Lon- 


don, who have hitherto ſtood foremoſt i in defence of Y 
Liberty and their Country? 


Abdoch Mir. Wikkes, by ils amvbers on. the. 
poll, loſt all hopes of ſucceſs, he did not loſe his po- 
pularity; that rather encreaſed than diminiſhed, 


The populace would not ſuffer him, on retiring from 
the hall, to be carried in the uſual manner in his chair, 


but, taking i it from his chairmen, hoiſted it on ſome 


of their ſhoulders, and in that manner conveyed him : 
to his place of deſtination, 


The next day, to avoid ſo dangerous an lots 


tion, Mr. Wilkes went in a chariot; from this the 
aſſembly took the horſes, and dragged i it themſelves 
to the George and Vulture Tavern in Cornhill. This 
method was followed the ſucceeding days of the elec · 7 

| na on his leaving Guildhall, + 
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' ſupporting this laudable nndertaking. : 
Even this afforded fuel to his adverſaries ; one of 


L 56 ] 


Nor were theſe tokens of approbation confined to 


| this claſs of people. A ſcheme was formed by ſome | 
_ gentlemen for paying off Mr, Wilkes's debts; in 
conſequence of which, this advertiſement was inſerted 
in the papers. e 


whom ſet forth the enſuing query: SY 5 ; wy 
A. QUE R Y to whom it may concern. 


Is it poſlible that the ſame Livery that elected the 
1 preſent worthy Chamberlain of London into that 
office, as a reward for his living with the utmoſt 

frugality for a courſe of years, that he might be en- 
abled to pay debts, unavoidably contracted by mis- 
fortunes in trade, and which he was not, by law, 
obliged to diſcharge— Can the ſame Livery, I fay, 
ſo ſoon forget the virtuous principle upon which they 
then acted, and chuſe for their repreſentative in par- 
lament, a man who has lived all his life with the ut- 


moſt prodigality, and paid no body? 


This produced the following humorous remark : 
I -Have read ſomewhere of a French Roman Ca- 
1 tholic, who never confeſſed to the prieſt but once 
2: year; and previous to the day of confeſſion he al- 
ways beat his wife, who was then ſure to remind him 
of all the fins he had committed throughout the year; 
whereby he was ſaved the trouble of endeavouring 
to recollect them, Now, Sir, if a man in this coun- 


try ſhould want to have his tranſgreſſions brought to 


His own or the public recollection, the ſhorteſt way 


to 


», : 
> 4 


18 public may be aſſured that a ſubſcription is 
1 begun at the houſe of Lee and Ayton, bankers, 
in Lombard-ftreet, to ſatisfy. any lawful demands on 
John Wilkes, Eſq; and to render him an indepen- 
dant member of the Houſe of Commons : it is there- 
fore hoped the true friends of Liberty will aſſiſt in 
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to attain a that end would be to put up for a member 


minded of all the fins he ever committed, and ſome * 
more in addition, left the weight of his own ſhould 


of poor Wilkes; whoſe faults are aggravated, but his 
virtues forgotten. Tour „ &. IMPARTIALIS, 


On Wedneſday the 23d of March, the poll bey 
cloſed, when the numbers ſtood thus: . 


W. Ib. F. Sat. M. Tu. W. Total. 


Sir Robert Ladbroke, 81 563 796 565 647. 583 443 3678 
Mr. Ald. Beckford, - 59 449 753 482 614 583 462 3402 


_ Joln Wilkes, Eſq. 29 143 253 154 257 213 198 1247 


=> Mr. Wilkes then addrefled the Livery i in theſe words: 
GENTLEMEN and FELLOW-CITIZ ENS, 
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cCereſt thanks to thoſe A eteſted and inde- 
3 friends, who have as fteadily as generouſly 
ſtood forth in my favour. The want of ſucceſs, out 


* o * 
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contributed to it. My friends were of opinion that 
venal parliament, While the other candidates had 


niſterial influence, aſſiſtecd by private malice, has 
been exerted in the moſt arbitrary and unconſtitu- 


tional manner. and by means of the baſeſt chica- 


nery 4 and opprefiion. 
_ "Dat "though e J am not in the leaſt 
diſpirited! on the contraiy, I reflect with pride and 
_ gratitude on the many inttances of regard and afſec- 
non I have received from the Livery of London. 

I ] beg 


of parliament, when he need not doubt being re- 


not ſufficiently fink him. This is exactly the caſe ' 


Re. Hon. T. Harley, 64 562 890 566 660 591 396 5729. | 


Mr. Ald. Trecothick, 60 446 628 438 478 514 393 2957 | 
Sir Richard Glyn, - 57 429 611 391 534 435 366 2823 
John Paterſon, Eq. - 59 304 400 274 299 244 189 1769 


HE poll being now finiſhed, I return my fin- | 


of our power to command, has not in the leaſt abated 
my zeal for your ſervice. Vou cannot be unac- 
quainted with the various circumſtances which have 
I thould wait the diſſolution of the laſt laviſh and 


been for many months ſoliciting your intereſt. Mi- 


e 


8 5 © haradter becoming their tation in this ; 


etropolis. 5 


3 os Sentlemen, permit me 60 Mgrefs you | 


a8 friends to Liberty, and freeholders of the county 


of Middleſex; declaring my intention of appearing 
15 EY candidate. to. repreſent you in parliament, and 
ill hoping, by your means, to have the honour of 


: | being, uſeful to you in the Britiſn ſenate. 


Next day Mr. Wilkes publiſhed this advertiſement, þ 


Gentlemen of the Livery, I recommend it to you 
in the ſtrongeſt manner, to exert yourſelves to pre- 


ſerve the peace and quiet of this great 9 


To the worthy Lirerymen o of the City of London. ' 
_ GENTLEMEN and BROTHER-LIVERYMEN,, 


HE honour done me by the nomination of the 


Common-hall, though ineffectual from the op- 


: preſſive means made uſe of during the poll, calls for 


my ſincereſt and warmeſt acknowledgments. I am ſen- 


fible I had the hearts of many who could not give 
me their hands; but I truſt from the ſpirited conduct 
of thoſe Liverymen, whoſe votes were engaged before 
my intention was known, that I ſhall be honoured 
on any future occaſion with both the heart and hand 


of every friend of Liberty and our country. I am, 


with the ſincereſt attachment, nme. your moſt : 


_ obliged, humble Servant, 


Wedneſday Night, March 2M JOHN W VILKES, | 


The rage of the multitude on the rejection of this 


; popular candidate was exceſſive: Several perſons, 


irritated.” by being refuſed admittance into Guild- 
hall, forced an entrance, and committed ſome ir- 


regularities, but not in the outrageous manner 
which was at firſt repreſented, F he diftiofec- 


tion 


1 


> 
48 
i 
* 

w.* 
Ry 
1 

* 
4 
1 N 


K 4 jo 1 Fa 5 fr A F 
* 9 Pn Un Ns I 
PLA WO +; ** Woe * | 


muſt bluſh at, an 
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Gondid not endhore: ſome literary productions e wal ly 


evinced diſcontent. Befides thoſe we ſhall infert in 
this collection, on that ſubject, was a Paper ſigned 
Caro, addreſſed to the Livery, with theſe Sis 
at the head; Thoughts'for Slaves, but Speech for 


Britons.” It was Lata ſevere againſt a cer- 


5 _ magiſtrate, whoſe conduct, this author ſuppoſed, 


prejudiced Mr, Wilkes in the election. On the 


on that an unconſtitutional influence had 
n exerted, Cato ſaid, If Liberty is the object 
of a Freeman, whoever violates that noble exiſtence 
is moſt undoubtedly guilty of a crime which Nature 
? Mercy never thine on | it is an 
_ arrogance fit for a tyrant, anda cruelty becoming a 
Nero!” After very ſtrongl cenfuring the per- 
ſon who objected to Mr. Wilkes's being 3 0 with 
he pro- 
ceeded, Future times will inſtruct him, that mo- 
dieſty is the beauty of youth, and that an old man 
follows the paths of experience. Every true Eng- 
liſh heart is happy in the return of the long-ſuffer- 
ing Mr. Wilkes; and, as the voice of the people is 
the natural impulſe. of the mind, there is more 
pleaſure in the free enjoyment of thoſe expreſſions 
which come from the heart, than the compelled 
obedience, and ſtruggled ſmiles, to a tyrannical or 
der, or the wealthy intereſt of a deſpiſed peer — _ 
Wilkes has loſt his election congratulate him 


the others who had a ma jority of han 


upon it; and ſincerely wiſh the other candidates as 


much happineſs. in their own breaſts, as he enjoys 
by his few but valuable vaters. 8 


The following pieces came out upon this event. 
BRITANNI A to JohN WIL IS, Eſq; 


D* OO not, my ſon, thy laurels cannot fade, 


Tho' venal citizens deny thee aid, 


On me, on me, their e's fa rage they turn, 
2 My rights — trample, "ow my altars — 
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1400 mult fell T00 well, alas! I ee 
ch ſhaft that wounds thy breaſt is aim'd at me, 
not, my ſon; nonaſks nobler fate, 
Than bravely falling with a falling ſtate. 
Thou earl alf till worth, ll þ Put fled; 
Thou did not fall, till dE s 17 dead. 


hd PTION for aPillarto be eretted — 


a SACRED. 8 
he * eternal infamy of the City o of eee, 
; Whoſe Conc actuated by the meaneſt principles of : 
| Servility and dependance, ee 


Def t the Wien of Liberty, 

6 Liberty . defended by che death of ſo many 
1 Patriots and heroes, 
x = make room for placemen and miniſterial tools, 
wv + = Rejected the almoſt only man, — 89 
11 pg _ Capable of reſtoring, by his firmneſs, 
= Authority tothe laws, 

W | EL. Independency to the councils, 

5 And ſecurity to the People i 
= tt Great Britain. art ce 
'' "ADDS | Exiled from his native. country, eee 
1 20 Deſerted by his friends 
=. | Porſecuted by the votaries of deſpotiſn, 

1 And ſuperſtition, 

4 For defending as a citizen the rights of his country, 

| As a man the privileges of reaſon, and 

i I The freedom of ſentiment. 

5 Behold in the perſon of Jonx Wirxes, Ep 
—_— 5 Ihe fate of _ TH 
1 | 5 b t, 20 Vittue. 7 0 2 
3 Regler, as à man, lament the tg of 
4 . Temporary honours and felici  # Wh 
| ; - As an e turn aſide, and weop in 6 Ele . 
1 | Tir oe e 8 e 4046). 
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of the Exxerion * the + of 


MIDDLBSES, 


A GREEABLE to Mr. 8 at thb 


latter end of his laſt ſpeech at Guildhall, he of- 
J himſelf a Candidate for "the County of Middleſex; 5 


and with his advertiſement of thanks to the care hed 


London appeared this addreſs 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the "wy 


of Middleſex. 
GenrlEMEN, 


paving ever ' gloriouſly ird when 
Engliſhmen, by preventing the encroachments of bi- 
trary power, deſpiſing miniſterial influence, and meintaining 
the rights and privileges of free - born ſubjects in a land of 
Liberty, I beg leave to offer myſelf a candidate to repre- 


ſent you in the enſuing parliament, and to give you the 


ſtrongeſt aſſurances that I ſhall, on this and every occafion, 
exert that inflexible ſteadineſs and undaunted perſeverence, 


in the beſt of cauſes, which I truſt have hitherto recom- 


mended my conduct, and will ever conſtitute the moſt eſ- 
ſential part of m character. I am, gentlemen, with tke 
| trueſt eſteem and regard, your moſt devoted and moſt obe- 


7 dient humble ſervant, 


. Wedneſday Night, March 2 23. JoHN WILKES. 


His adverſaries immediately took the alarm; and the 
following piece of detraction was uſhered to the world, 


1 To Ag Gentlemen of No Property and een of 


the County of Middleſex. 


The Addreſs of JOHN LIBERTY, Eſq; 
As I value myſelf for being a free-born Engliſhnian, an 


independeti ſubject of the laws of Great-Britain, and 
to all miniſterial meaſures, good, bad, 
or indifferent, I moſt humbly ſolicit your votes and in- 


tereſt to tæpieſent you all in the enſuing parliament. 


As a proof of my ins properly qualified, I, as a freeborn | 


as have reviled my king, traduced the ſervants of 
the 


62 


che crown, and have attempted, in repeated publications, 


to pervert and ſubvert every ſalutary law of this realm. 
L an inde 3 being, I have with great pains blaſ- 


uhder.my own h d, and ſet at nought 
5 Ae en Oar Cound | % in written characters. As an 


independent ſubject, Fo: made it my buſineſs to get as 


much money, and by as many means as poſſiblen from my 


men; leaving them entirely to the privilege of my 
:feat? 1 feat! in} partiament and to the | ent den of thoſe who 


maveimerel money chan uit, to \rapay themſelves as faſt as 


dan get it. 2 Adele ide e 8 
wit has been my:cuſtom heretofore to burn all notes and 
cher ſecurities, whenever they have happened fooliſhly to 
be prbduced, I hereby promiſe and vaw never more to give 


any thing under my hand for value meeived, to prevent 


the lie burning practices for the future. | 
As afurther —— of my independency, though | it was a 
Wich of youth in me ta marry, yet I ſoon repented, and 
t rid 0 my wife's fortune as alt as poſſible, and left her at 
Ser own liberty, to get rid of herſelf whenever ſhe pleaſed, = 
As an inſlexible e to all miniſterial meaſures, good, 


bad, or indifferent, I have committed high crimes and miſ- 
3 demeanors without end, againſt the ſtate, and in defiance = 
ol the law; 


5 for which, though I was found guilty, and 
ſentence announced accardingly, I thought it ibocaning 
my independency and the Liberty of a free-born- Engliſh -. 
man to 1 the confinement of a gaol, and there · 
fore as a man of honour tan away from my country as faſt 
às poſſible, and run into debt in another country as much 


4 25-poſlible, Kill: truſting :to my Privilege: in parliament 


and your-prateCtion to:repay them all. 
Edt cheſe, and man other n Hom- 
bin oer myſelf} by all forts of means, directiy and indi- 
2 (that may dilturb.the prace-and. harmony at preſent 
ſubſiſting in — to he yourrepreſentative for blaſ- 


phem y cprofligacy Sund licentiouſneſs, in the enſuing par- 
hament ang nd be ſo happy as to ſucceed I pro- 
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Mr. Wilkes's friends likewiſe reſumed the pen; and 
one of them produced this exhortation, "FO 


Tobe Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freebolddjs of be co 


+ The Sinteenth and Twenty-third of March: , 


- JE? thoſe days be for ever blotted from the remem- 
brance of the free ſubjects of this kingdom! let them 
no more be recorded in Four kalendars ] for they are the 
days— the fatal days, which exhibit the honor, the inde- 
i ee the once ſuppoſed yirtue and inflexibility of your 
metropolitan citizens — ſelected citizens, ſunk into the 
 vileſt proſtitution and meaneſt diſſimulation: or, if theſe 
days muſt be recorded, let it be forgotten that on the firſt 
of them, your citizens, with one voice, made a public de- 
_ Claration, in favor of Liberty and of their oppreſſed fellowW- 
ſubjects, ſuffering in that glorious cauſe; and on the laſt 
of them. ſix days only interyening not one fifth of 
theſe citizens dared to abide by their tormer declaration.— _ 
It were in vain to ſay, that corruption and abject depen- 
dance, could ſo far prevail in a city, as to infect even the 
— —, A man of opulent fortune, and noble birth; 
that our poſterity will not believe, nor will neighbouring N 
nations no credit, - therefore no more of it. 
But many of my fellow citizens know the truth of the 
former aſſertions, - you have been witneſſes of it—many 
of you, though not of the ſelected number of the citizens, 
haye been lamenting witneſſes of it, — and happy is it for 
you, that you were not of that number; — to be ſo (at 
preſent) is only to be more conſpicuouſly inf -s. 
Bee it yours, my fellow- ſubjects of the county of Middle- 
ſex, to retrieve the honour of the city of I: if that be 
iretrievable, atleaſt heal the wound it has given to your 
*country\by that proceeding— reſtore to his former privi- 
_ lepes{ta'Briton, who has ſuffered the cruelleſt perſecution 
that malice or an abandoned miniſtry could ſuggeſt; who 
_ haxrwanidered a wretched exile driven from his country, 
the love vf which was his darling paſſion,— and all be- 
_ cauſe he dared in the worſt of times, to vindicate the rights 
of his fello-ſubjects; aſſert their privileges, and in his 
own perſon to ſuffer the accumulated weight of oppreſſion, 
intendl þHMoOtountrymen in general. Rouze then 
one and all! let the glorious ſpirit of Liberty. diffuſe itſelf 
through your hamlets,— a ſpirit inherent in Britons, and 
neyer overcome but by that pernicious poiſon--corruption-- 


ſhew 
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a, your gratitude-to him who has preferred the liberty 
of his country to his own ;: ſo ſhall you receive the ever- 
laſting. thanks of your countrymen,— and in the end, when 
laction and reſentment. ſhall. ſubſide, of . n 
 hinaſelf. re 5 
e ont AF recholder. of Middleſex. : 


"Among 0 becher wrigr WO endeavoured. 3 injure Mr. 
Wilkes i 0 lis ſeco ig many. of of Fl ye have not 
noticed, ie beine e „ſome ly malevolent, 
and others relating to matters menen from « our purpoſe), 
one Tenewed the 1155 'of his incapacit) 5 bei eing an O 
law, to ſet in the Houſe of Commons. 

This gentleman took up the caſe of Sir Francis 0 
Vin, as we have already. relate 19s e from which re- 
preſentation, he obſerved, re Me are elude, that 
| L h Mr. Wilkes is pleſent ed the dil abil ity of an 
awry, with bega 0 


8 


5 many ri Shts and 171005 es . an 
f 5 gliſhman, her may nev fl be ede with the 

| prop riety, Ju Nice, An legality, : a reprel Sentative of 
county, "tity, br borough, in arliament,” 


He like wife took dolce, that it was aſſerted,” « — 


are an fimilar caſes of this ſort in the Journals of the 
Bat of Commons ;” after which he proceeded thus; 
l have not 1 taken the trouble, nor ſhall I for the 
preſent, of inſpeRing deze of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, but I have conſulted a little old book, allowed to be 
of no inconſigerable authority, entitled Lex ee, 
wherein, this ſubject i is treated, precedents accurately qu 
ted from the Journals, a and the caſe of Sir Francis Gagdn -3 
ver minu 2 canyaſſed. A > ads a 
It ar ppears fre n hene Bo is 4 175 ſon out a. d. in . | 
he Action only Aide Burgels ” and it is likewiſe 
there ſaid that. ſhe wer . of parliament agreed, 
that in "Yegard. NEUE = ed before he was n 
gels, that he ah ot.” 126 have the Wee o the 


houſe,” 155 Page 117 f 10 264, 2 and Fit Zherbert's aſe, 
Moor. on 1 . 
piecelents⸗ cited i in t this | 5 book, of meitbers who 5 
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were a witted into * ou e,, notwith ſtanding the Out - 
lav Tries againſt the 1: are in perſonal 1 d the . | 
maus caſe of Sir Fr rancis * 15 8 ang * 
Pts Q ehen Eliz. 


« He WAS outlaw dj n Je 


at the füt of one "Tohn en; * \ 105 gf 505 bt Was paid ; and alſo 
390K Elie. at the furt of 0 one e Hacker for 161, which debt 


was 


- 
© 
. * 
— 
* *. 
HG 
{7 3 
. = 
: 4300 
= 
Ee” 
"0 8 
—— 
WJ 
- 28 
33 
+8 
3 
8 
es. 
: JI, 
3 
1 
2 
2 
8 
1550 3 
78 
2 
3 
38 
5 WD... 
3 
3 
& 


Er 


judges took cognizance of theſe Outlawries, and directed 


another writ to the ſheriff to ęlect another knight for the 
2", 
Upon a double return, it came to be debated by the 
| houſe, who refuſed a conference with the lords, touching 
matters concerning their own privileges, and it was re- 
ſolved, Firſt, that an Outlawry in a perſonal action was no 
| cauſe to diſable any perſon from being a member of parlia- 


ment, as it was ſaid that this was ruled in parliament in 
the caſe of Fitzherb err. 

Another precedent was 30 H. VI. 3 
Secondly, the pardons of 3grh and 43d Eliz. had par- 


doned theſe Outlawries; and therefore, as they ſaid, he 
was a man able againſt all the world, but againſt the party 
creditor, and againſt him he was not; but in this caſe the 


parties were paid, 


Thirdly, it was ſaid, that Sir Francis Goodwin was not 
_ eutlaw'd, becauſe no proclamation was iſſued forth to the 
county of Bucks, where he was commorant and reſiant; 
and therefore the Outlawry being on the huſtings in Lon- 
don, and Sir Francis being commorant in Bucks, the Out- 
nr NEE 


Fourthly, it was ſaid the Outlawries were 
1. Againſt Francis Goodwin, Eſq; 
2. Againſt Francis Goodwin, G nt: 
3. The return was of Francis Goodwin, Knt. et qua- 
modo conſtat that theſe Outlawries were againſt Sir Francis 


For theſe reaſons therefore they reſolved, that the Out- 


 lawries were not any matter againſt Sir Francis Goodwin 


to diſenable him to be a Knight for the county of Bucks. 


- This, without going farther into this long caſe, is 
enough for my purpoſe. And now, I beg to know, how 
is this cafe of Sir Francis Goodwin in any manner or 
mape ſimilar to that of Mr. Wilkes? Mr. Wilkes was 
outlawed upon an indictment for alibel, which is equal to 
à breach of the peace, and this very little book I have 
mentioned tells us, p. 259, that no privilege is allowa- 


ble in cafe of the peace ;” there were no flaws. in this 
-Qutlawr of Mr. Wilkes, as there were in that of Sir 
Francis Goodwin; nor is there any pardon to render him 


an able man againſt all the werld, as there was in the caſe 
of Sir Francis, Beſides, 1 concluſion of this it is 


farthet 


N. 


was alſo paid; and notwithſtandinz, the king (James I.) 
by the advice of his council at , and by advice of his. 
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farther ſaid, “that Sir Francis was not outlawed at the 
day of his election; for he was not quinto exactus, the five 
_ proclamations never having been made; that the exigent 
Was never returned; nor any Writ of Certiorari directed to 
the coroners to certify it.“ In ſhort, to put an end to this 
diſpute fo as to oblige the fretfu] king, the houſe ac- 
quainted him, “that they had prepared a law, that no 
_ outlawed perſon for the time to come ſhould be of the 
parliament, nor any perſon in execution ſhould have pri- 
vilege of parliament ;” which law or reſolution it is not 


impoſſible may be found even now upon the Journals, to 


which I will refer thoſe who chuſe farther to conſider this 
M | 3555 


P. S. By the 33 Geo. 2 Chap. 20. Ever perſon (ex- 


cept as is herein after excepted) who (hall be elected a 
member of the Houſe of Commons, ſhall, before he pre- 
- fumes to vote in the houſe of Commons, or fit there during 
any debate, after their ſpeaker is choſen, deliver in to the 


clerk of the ſaid Houte, and whilſt the Houſe is there duly 


ſitting, &c. an account ſigned by ſuch member, contain= 
ing the names of the pariſhes, townſhips, or precincts, and 
_ of the counties in which lands or hereditaments lie, where- 
by he makes out his qualification, declaring the ſame to be 
of the annual value of 6001. above reprizes, if a knight 

of the ſhire; and of the annual value of 3001: above re- 
prizes, if a citizen, burgeſs, or baron of the Cinque Ports; 
and ſhall, at the ſame time, take and ſubſcribe the fol- 


lowing oath, viz. „„ 
I, A. B. do fwear, that I truly and bona fide have ſuch an 


eftate in law or equity, and o 1 value, to and for my own 
_ uſe and benefit, of or in lands, ered 
over and above what will ſatisfy and clear all incumbrances that 
may affe#t the ſame, as doth qualify me to be elected and return- 


tenements, or hexeditaments, 


ed to ſerve as a member for the place I am returned for, accord- 


ig to the tenor and true meaning of the acts of parliament in 
that behalf; and that ſuch lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
d lie as deſcribed in the paper or account ſigned by nie, and de- 

 livered to the clerk of the Fauje of Commons. So help me, 
That a man, who could coolly fit down and for his 


amuſement compoſe a molt infamous piece of: blaſphemy, 
ſhould net heſitate nor ſhudder co take the oath above- 


mentioned, when he is conſcious to himſelf he has not a 


foot of land in this kingdom, to qualify him for either 


countv, city, or borough, is not the leaſt ſurpriziug. But 
it is aſtoniſhing that any number of people thould be found, 


ſo 
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; fo abandonedly wicked, fo profligate, ſo regardleſs of fu- 


_ downright favage and uncivilized, ſhould favour and ſuffer | 


in confuſion, 'riot, and rebellion already: and to attempt 
to oppoſe Sir William Beauchamp Proctor and Mr. Cooke, 


London, a letter, that he would gain his election, ſome 
thanks; the knowledge of which I obtained from my ob- 


their inffuenees. I do now, from the ſame principles, 
declare, that from certain changes in the Heavens at this 
time, I am certain there is not the leaſt danger but John 

Wilkes, Eſq; will be elected a member for the county of 


4 


turity, and rebellious againſt God, as to countenance, en- 
courage, or vote for, a man, to perjure himſelf publicly, 
and, with the ſtandard of Liberty in his hand, to evade, 
tranſgreſs, and violate the laws of his country. „ 


Nor is it leſs ſurprizing, that any nation, which is not 


a man; af outlaw, to come, in ſpite of all condemnation 
- again{t' him, from another country, to diſturb the peace 
and tranquility of this, at a time when it is but too much 


£ 


men who have always been highly conſidered in thecounty 
of Middleſex, have repreſented it many years, and had nut 


$ SF? 


days before it came on; for which I received his letter of 


© ſervations on ſome remarkable poſitions of the planets and 


« 


Middleſex, on Monday next, at Brentford, 1 9054 
: DAS TY. > 


J. HARMAN, Watchmaker, 
High- Street, St. Giles's, March 25. |. 
VN. B. Many other predictions I could mention, if it 
were required, that have been fully verified; but none 1 
Was ever more confident of, than of tlie ſucceſs of this. 
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Mr. Wilkes's intention to ſtand for the eounty of 
Middleſex, alarming the other candidates the two old 
members, they advertiſed ſeveral places of meeting for 
their friends, at moſt of which Juſtices of the peace were 
to attend to receive them. A friend of Mr. Wilkes wrote 
_ - the enſuing lerter on is sccurten ee. 
To the Freeholders of MippLeseEx. 
THE names of ſeveral gentlemen in the commiſſion of 
I the peace for Middleſex, &c. have appeared at large 
in the publick papers, inviting the friends of Sir Wil- 
liam Beauchamp Proctor and George Cooke, Eſq; to 
meet them this evening, and to breakfaſt with them at 
different places on Monday morning next, in order after- 
JↄuL u. d). 8 
It is to the great honour of the reſt of the gentlemen in 
the commiſſion of the peace for Middleſex, &c. that they 
have not joined thoſe bellweathers, and enemies to pub- 
lick Liberty. The magiſtrates have great influence, nay 
command over a great many of the middling claſs of peo- 
ple, in their neighbourhood, and eſpecially the victuallers. 
There have been precedents enough heretofore, that ſomde 
in the commiſſion have been ſo daring, as to threaten to 
take away victuallers licences for refuſing to give their 
voices in their intereſt, although ſuch publicans have kept 
the molt regular houſes, . ö 
Ougnt the magiſtrates then, who bear the king's. com- 
miſſion, and have the influence aforeſaid, over their neigh- 
bours, &c. to advertiſe and publickly intereſt themſelves _ 
in the manner that they done, on behalf of their favourite 
candidates: no, I look upon ſuch behaviour to be a moſt 
daring inſult, not only upon the freenolders of the county 
of Middleſex, but upon the liberties of the king's ſubjects 
in general; and alſo a low and mean artifice to draw away 
the friends of the other candidate, Mr. Wilkes. And for 
which baſe and ſcandalous behaviour, the names of thoſe 
notable men, will not be ſoon forgotten by the friends of 
„ ORR F 
Mr. Wilkes from his ſoul deſpiſes (and I am ſure would 
not ſuffer) ſuch mean artifices on his ſide, to prejudice his 
opponents: No, he acts upon more open, free and ge- 
nerous principles; for he, in his own name only, defires 
the votes of the free and independent freeholders ; with- 
out calling to his aid the power of the magiſtrates, or mi- 
niſterial influence; and therefore let ſuch independent fr 


nt free- 
holders 


1 bg ] 
holders of the county of Middleſex, ſhew their reſentment 
on the preſent occaſion ; and deſpiſe the wretches that 
ſhall attempt to bias or perſuade them to vote - b o 
their Hb and conſcience, _ 55 
1 am your humble A 5 5 
An Independent renn 


Ts afliſ his . the following band-bill was s diſperſed : 


over the. county, 


To the worthy Freeholders and ladependens Gentlemen | 
: Farmers of the Oy of Mageloſex. . 


Grurtieuev, 8 | 
"ONSIDER in what manner your x inidlepentviceri in this 
great county hath been overlooked theſe twice ſeven 
years paſt. Hath any one of your late members vouehſafed 
even to beſpeak your ſupport at any other moment than at 
the eve ofa new election: Vour importance, great as yu 
may prove it to be on Monday next at Brentford, hath 
met with a ſhameful neglect, if not contempt, from thoſe by 
you have twice ſerved already. If then there are àny re- 
mains of the ſpirit of Liberty, and the old Engliſh conſti- 
tution ſtill exiſting, for the cauſe of Freedom, I con- 
jure you generouſly to aſſert your almoſt forgotten rights, 
and let us, one and all, give votes for Mr. Wilkes, as the 
moſt manly and intrepid def efender of the general rights and 
privileges of Engliſhmen in our times. You have it now, by 
_ gentlemen, in your power to vindicate yourſelves, 'and to 1 
reward his paſt ſufferings and ſpirited conduct: I truſt | 
therefore no independent freeholder, who is acquainted | | 
9 74 what we all owe this gentleman, will neglect the 8 
{preſent opportunity to teſtify, by his vote for Mr. Wilkes, A 
much the ridagnted love of Liberty, and a regard' to — 
i the purity of our laws in favour of Freedom, are 
rivetted in our breaſts. -I am, with the utmoſt 'good-will, | 
Gentlemen, Your moſt faithful, I 
2IT6 = 4 and moſt obedient, humble ſervant, _ W 
8 A F REEHOLDER. 5 Wo 


On "ERS the 28th of March, 1768, the election 
commenced at Brentford; Mr. Wilkes, as well as the 
ſheriffs, appeared at the appointed place, which was a 
- booth: erected for the purpoſe, long before Sir W. B. 
Proctor; Mr. Cooke did not come toit at all. Fhe free- 

bolders were very clamorous to have the poll begun; and 
probably would have proceeded to exceſſes, had. not Mr. 
ö by his n behaviour and earneſt * 

5 induced 
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F 70 17 | 
- Induced them to be. patient. Sir William, however, w- 
- 1ived at length, and the election began. The majority of 
| hands were for Sir William and Mr. Wilkes; whereupon 
aà poll was demanded for Mr. Cooke. The books were 
| 0 at half paſt One, from which time they were fully 
11 employed till near Five o'clock, when the freeholders ſlack- 
N | _ened ; and, at half after Five, no freeholder offering to 
oll, it was propoſed by the ſneriffs to cloſe the books at 
ix o'clock, and open them next day at Nine, finally to 
| cloſe at Two. At the ſame time, the ſheriffs ſent to Mr. 
| Cooke, who was at a houſe contiguous, for his on con- 
| | currence. No anſwer was received till paſt Seven o'clock, 
bi when the ſheriffs were informed Mr. Cooke was gone for 
L London: the ſheriffs then went round to every book, and 
5 finding no perſon polling, made a proclamation at each 
1 Corner of the booth, for freeholders to come and poll, or 
Wi that the books would be finally cloſed. After waiting 
1 ſome time, and having made ny ſeveral proclamations, 
without any freeholders appearing to poll, the books were 
ſealed up, when the ſheriffs adjourned to Tueſday morn- 
| . ing, at Nine o'clock, to caſt up the books, and make their 
| ndnd when the numbers are, for 5 5 
W 1 | Mr. Wilkes 5 1292 
Ui a nl 
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Mr. Cooke ay e 
Sir William ada ai 3 mM 807 
2 In conſequence of this — Mr. Wilkes an Mr. 
Vn 5 Cooke were declared duly eleted., _ 
mw Although the concourſe of people at this W was 
1 very great, the whole was conducted with ſuch regularity ” 
4 and decorum as is very rare at Brentford, when there is 
any conteſt. But on the return of the populace to Lon- 
| don, they committed many irrational violences, notwith- 
| 5 ing Mr. Wilkes's committee took all poſſible means to pre- 
ſerve geod order, and diſtributed 40,000 bills deſiring the 
wn world might be convinced, that Liberty was not joined with 
. Ob | licenciouſnejs.” They obliged the inhabitants in many ſtreets. 
1 : _ to illuminate their houſes, or, upon neglect, broke their 
1 windows. This riotous proceeding was repeated the 
ſucceeding night; when the en were more = 
neral, but the miſchief leſs. 
As Mr. Wilkes's addreſs to the 8 of Middle- 
: ſex, on his being elected their repreſentative, exhibits a 
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ſtriking ſpecimen of that gentleman's literary abilities, 
Leden. ſhall here inſert ir, and with it conclude 
. Jection. 
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+ Ts the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County 

FTC (. 

” Ss CH t 888 
"4 MST gratefully ſenſible of thoſe generous and pa- 
<> triotick principles which have induced you to ele& 

me your repreſentative in parliament,” I intreat you to 
accept of my beſt endeavours to expreſs the joy which 
_ inſpires me. on fo intereſting, ſo affecting an occaſion. 
The perſonal regard you have ſhewn me, indeed, confers 
on me an obligation, the due ſenſe of which I too cordial! 
feel to find words to deſcribe. I cannot, however, forbear 
congratulating you, as the moſt diſtinguiſhed of Engliſh- 
men, on the honourable proof you have given, that the 
genuine ſpirit of independency, the true love of our coun- 
try, for which the county of Middleſex has for ages been ſo 
eminently conſpicuous, {till glow in your breaſts with un- 
remitting ardour, ſtill ſhine forth with undiminiſhed luſtre. 
Loet the ſons of venality bow the knee to the idol of ſordid 
Intereſt ; let them call their puſillanimity prudence, while 
they ignominiouſly kiſs the rod of power, and tamely ſtoop _ 
to the yoke which artful miniſters inſidiouſſy prepare, and 
arbitrarily impoſe. You, gentlemen, have ſhewn that 
you are neither to be deceived or enflaved : in proving 
_ yourſelves enemies to miniſterial perſecution, the eyes of 
the whole kingdom, of the whole world, are upon you, as 
the firſt and firmeſt defenders of public Liberty. Happy 
| ſhall I think myſelf, if, fired by your example, the efforts 
of my warmeſt zeal may be deemed an adequate return for 

: the favour you have beſtowed on me; but however inefficient 

my abilities, my will to ſerve you is unbounded, as it is un- 
alterable. Engaged as I have 9 been in the glorious cauſe 
of Freedom, I beg you to conſider my paſt conduct as an 

earneſt of the future, and to look on me as a man, whoſe 
ptimary views will ever regard the rights and privileges of 
his fellow-countrymen in general; and whoſe ſecondary 
views ſhall be attentively fixed on the dignity, advantage, 
and proſperity of the county of Middleſex. Let me there- 
fore deſire of you, gentiemen, to favour me from time to 
time, with ſuch inſtructions as may belt enable me to ac- 

_ compliſh thoſe ends, reſting aſſured of always finding me 
devoted to your ſervice, and that the happieſt moments of 
my life will be thoſe in which I am employed in maintain- 
ing the civil and religious rights of Engliſhmen, and in pro- 
moting the intereſts of my conſtituents. I am, with the 
rut reſpect, Gentlemen RE 
Sim 3 Your obliged and faithful humble ſervant, 

Tueſday, March 29. 12 JOHN WILRES 
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N the foregoing, collection Volles confined: lids to 
thoſe pieces which related immediately to Mr. Wilkes; 
we fflall here preſent our readers with ſome pieces which 

were publiſhed relative to all the candidates for repretonting: N 
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| the city of Lond on. ET ve 

8 „„ KACKE 

| A Liſt of the Honsxs that are to ſtart on Wedneſday 
March 16, placed in the order in which it is expected. 


| 1 will come in. 

3 HE famous horſe . formerly nleegios to Mr. 
. De Pitt, and ſince fold by Lord Chatham; he was got 
F tm Charta, bis dam by Freedom: this horſe is too 


ll : 1988 : 8 ol known on the turf to xl Fer much deſcription ; there 
[188 has been a great deal of Jockeyſhip made uſe of to prevent 
dais ſtarting, as the knowing ones are too well acquainted | 
Vuith his mettle to wiſh to have him brought again on the 
I cCourſe; however, he is now entered, and very large bettse 
WI | 1 E. the odds on him are four to one againſ the 5 
18 | | : . 
118 2. John Bull's horſe Heart-of-Oak, got by Juniper, 
= out of Tipſey's dam: This is a very fine horſe, and wells 
wt ! non on the turf; he has won one or two plates, but is 
2 very ſhy of a poſt; and notwithſtanding the Jockeys have ; 
lil | done all t could to break him of chis trick, they have 
A wok been able to ſucceed; odds three to one that he wins. 
I 3. Lord Rockingham's wall-eyed horſe Mercator: this 
[118 horſe, though aged, is a maiden one, 2m never ſtarted | 
Wh | for a plate; he bears training exceeding well, and comes 
| 13 through his exerciſe much to the ſatisfaction of thoſe who 
1 haaave ſeen him; he was got by the famous horſe Commerce, 
| 3 || well known. for having won a great many plates, but by 
00 _ unſkilful Jockeys is now ſcarce able to ſtand on his legs: 
| | this horſe is in high favour with the gentlemen of the turf: 
odds on him two to one againſt Prerogative, three to one 
= 7. againſt Shaver, five to ane gui Pickle, and two to one 
= +: thathe wins. 
| | | 4. Mr. Guoavitle's young horſe Sung his nedigree nor ö 
| = known in the city : chis horſe came in ſecond laſt year, but 
| || _ has ſince run againſt a poſt, and it is believed 10 much off 
| his ſpeed bythis accident, that if he ſaves his diſtance it will 
1 3 as much as he is een . „ Le 
Provogunive: ry 4 
| | EY | | Or PTE Eg 9 8 


5. Lord Chatham's brown horſe Prerogative, got 
by ͤ a grandſon of Old Noll's Trumpeter, his dam by 
a he was bred in Jamaica, where he was 
aAuſed as a ſtallion to the African fillies, on whom his 
"Get is very numerous: Upon his arrival here he was 
taken into training, has won a Plate or two, but not 
without much jockeyſhip ; he is naturally very vicious, 
and much addicted to the Reſt; but his lordſhip's rough 
riders, by exerciſe and ſweating, have brought him to 
be gentle and tractable; he has lately been uſed as a 
Trial Horſe; and ſo hard worked that he is much hurt 
in his wind: It is imagined he will be beat eaſy; after 
which he will be of no uſe but as a teazer: Odds five 
to four him againſt Shaver, and three to two againſt 
))))... To OS 
6. Lord Holland's black horſe Shaver, got by Craft 
out of Mr. Ayliffe's Ghoſt. This horſe won a Plate at 
Ludgarſhall; but his lordſhip having found ways and 
means to purchaſe him, and his grooms having uſed him 
as a hack, it is believed he is foundered : The odds 
are five to one that he will be diſtanced, 
7. Lord Bute's grey horſe Pickle, got by Girkin, his 
dam by Muſhroom. This horſe won with great diffi- 
_ culty one of the laſt Plates, and has ſince been ſtraying 
about in the K—'s foreſts, and nobody thought him 
worth catching ; at laſt one of his lordſhip's grooms 
picked him up, and he has been rid by the ſervants ever 
fince ; makes an excellent portmanteau horſe, and is ſo 
gentle that a child may ride him, even in the moſt dirty 
road: he is ſtill in ſome favour among the ſtable boys, 
between whom ſeveral betts of ſtrong beer are depending; 
but the gentlemen of the turf fer ſix to one againſt 
his winning, but nobody thinks proper to take it. 


8HIP NEWS Extraordinary. 
Limehouſe-hole, March 12, 1768. Run aſhore and 
bulged here, the Paterſon, Johnny Boot, maſter, a lug- 
fail veſſel chiefly laden with ſtones and labourers from 
Scotland, for new paving the ſtreets of London, after 
the Oxford manner; moſt perſons think this a loſt veſſel, 
as her ſeams begin already to appear, and her botto nas 
been long known to be unſound, Others ate 0: i- 
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nion, that by lightening her only of a little Scotch Coal, 
which makes part of her cargo, and calling in the af- 
ſiſtance of a pilot from Holland, ways and means may 
yet be found to tow her to her uſual Place of mooring. 
JJ OI IT nt 0nt 7m et 
_ Graveſend, March 20. Put in here to'refit, having 
loſt her rudder in a late ſquall of wind, the Trecothick 
of and for Boſton, but laft for No Land Dock, near * 
Stepney; a crazy ſhip, ſuppoſed to be bound on a deſ- 
perate voyage. Her crew conſiſts almoſt intirely of ar- 
tificers and manufacturers for New England, moſt of 
then unſkilled in the nature of failing, which was the 
reaſon that this ſhip miſſed her ſtays about ſeven years 
ago, fince which ſhe has always gone very heavily. At 
_ preſent the inſurers are under great concern, large ſums 
having been done on this veſſel, which it is feared muſt. 
nov be totally condemned, and of courſe put many un- 
derwriters and their employers to their laſt ſhift = 
Hope, March 20. Came down and failed with a lead- 
ing wind, the Lively, Capt. Harley ; the True Briton, 
Capt. Glyn; the Jamaica Planter, Beckford ; and the 
_ Engliſhman, Ladbroke; all tight veſſels, well manned, 
rigged and victualled, and which, upon former occaſions, 
have out- ſailed every ſhip belonging to the port of Lon- 
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won, ont: 5 „FF vant kgs 
P. 8. The Wilkes Fireſhip was in full fail after them, 
but in her paſſage was run foul of by the Needham; an 
old ſquare-ſterned privateer, and fo much damaged in 
her rigging, that it is judged impoſſible ſhe ſhould pro- 
_ ceed on her voyage. once Ges ATE: ALIEN 
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